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yoL. XV AIR CORPS NEWS NO. 8. 


Information Division .. Munitions Building 
Air Corps Washinzton, D.C. 





June 30, 1931. 





The chief purpose of this yublication is to distritte information on aero- 
nsutics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corns, National 
@ard, and others connected with aviation. 

Publishers are authorized to revrint material appearing in this yublica- 
tion. ~—= O00 0mmm 


THE FIRST PROVISIONAL AIR DIVISION, 1931 
Concluded 


The first few days after the concentration at Wright Field, Ohio, brought 
such 200r weather as to effect a considerable curtailment of flying time. The 
first flight was for the surnose of training the squadrons not already in regu~ 
lar Groups to fly in such larger units, and the Groups to fly in the Wings of 
which they were a part. On Sunday, May 17th, the Division first flew as one 
wit, although hardly as one recognizable formation. With the low ceiling and 
poor visibility which prevailed on that day, the Wings were instructed to play 
safe end leave sufficient interval to avoid possible congestion. 

The Composite Demonstration Group, consisting of one Pursuit, one Attack 
and one Bombardment squadron, was also organized. ‘The llth Bombardment Squadron 
and the 13th Attack Squadron had already been chosen as representatives of their 
respective branches, and at Fairfield, Ohio, the 95th and the 36th Pursuit 
Squadrons competed to see which one would be chosen to represent the Pursuit 
branch. The competition was won by the 95th Squadron, which went through a de- 
monstration of aerial combat tactics. ‘The 36th, with its aerial exhibition fly- 
ing, however, was very close to winning. Following the choice of the 95th, the 
Composite Demonstration Group practiced flying as one unit in.. perfecting its 
exhibition of aerial tactics. 

Monday, May 18th, was devoted to another review and a demonstration, while 
newspaper correspondents and other visitors of note were conducted through the 
Materiel Division at. Wright Field. 

Tuesday, May 19th, was the day scheduled for the movement to Chicago. Ad- 
vance members of the Division, who had left Dayton very early that morning, were 
barely able to make the airvorts surrounding the city. A northeast wind was 
bringing in fog and rain from the lake, and by noon the weather was impassable. 
Had this been in time of war and a grave emergency existed demanding the move of 
the Division to Chicago, this would have been done, as the Division could have 
gone into other airports slightly more distant from the city. Peace-time opera~ 
tions, however, where safety to »ersonnel is a big consideration, and expense 
another important one, prevented any such substitution. Gas and oil had been 
contracted for at the Chicago airoorts, and to have moved this supply to alter- 
nate fields would have increased the exxense to a »rohibitive degree. 

All that day, until late in the afternoon, the Division was on the alert, 
teady to take off from Dayton, while the neonle of Chicago, just as eager to see 
us arrive, waited patiently for the weather to lift. At last, the order was re- 
luctantly given to delay the move until the next day. The meteorologists on the 
Division's Spe@fal Staff had promised a break in the weather by the following 
morning, . i. 
Wednesday, May 20th. ‘The promised break in thé weather came. By Groups 
and Wings the move was made to Chicago. ‘The National Guard Wing had previously 
moved from Dayton to Cleveland, and they also left Cleveland and joined the 
Division at Chicago. ‘the bases at this place were as follows: 

Municipal Airport - Division Staff. 

CurtisseReynolds Airport - lst Pursuit Wing and 3rd Attack Group. 

Ford-Lansing Airnort ~ llth Bombardment Wing and 2lst Observation Wing. 

Pal-Waukee Airport - 152nd Group, 22nd Observation Wing. 

Sky Harbor - 151st Group, 22nd Observation Wing. 

Only a few Transport airvlanes went to Chicago for, owing to the short 
duration of our stay there, only one mechanic for every three airplanes was 
taken from Dayton. 

Tiursday, May 2lst. A sixty-mile wind was blowing from the West and North- 
east at 3,000 feet, and even at 1,500 feet it was blowing as hard as forty miles 
an hour across the path of the Division on its review flight down the lake front. 
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The Division took off in the micdle of the forenoon and rendezvoused west of 
Evanston, flying in colwan formation to Evanston, then turning and heading gqyy, 
alongs the water front. ‘The bumpy air caused.considerable trouble, especial) 
over the end of the Municipal Pier, where it flung the planes uy as if they Were 
feathers. Poor visibility, caused by the smoke from the industrial centers, 
prevented a contimous formation, as each leader could not kee» in touch with 
the rear element of the preceding formation. Nevertheless, it was an impregsiy, 
spectacle of the size of the Air Division which, with only a few days of train. 
ing as one unit, had moved to a new base from their original concentration arg 
near Dayton. 

After the review, the Demonstration Group put on their show, and the smoke 
screen airplanes laid their screens and curtain of titanium tetrachloride, oy 
"F.M.," as it is called. Without landing, the main body pushed on to Dayton, 
exceyt for the 2nd Bombardment Group, which was carrying local newspapermen ani 
photograshers, and which landed at the Ford-Lansing Airoort, discharged their 
correspondent-passenzers, and picked up their crews. ‘The Group then followed 
the main body to LTayton. The 22nd Observation Wing, which had come the previ. 
ous day from Clevelund, returned there instead of oroceeding to Dayton. 

Friday, May 22nd, This day had been originally scheduled as a maintenance 
day in New Yor. On account of the day's delsy oa the Chicago trip, this dy 
was spent in movins from the bases at Dayton ani C.cvelaud to the new York ares, 
Except for the outfits which went by the northern route through upper New York 
State, the main bz of the Division crossed the Aliosghenies, some flying by 
the way of Pittstusgh, the others by way of E:ltimore or Washington, where stops 
for servicing were maie. Fortunately, good weather prevailed that day, and that 
night the comporents of the Division were bedded down at the following fields in 
Nassau County, Long Island: ; . 

Mitchel Field, Hempstead = Division Staff, 2lst Observation Wing and 2end 
Observation Wing. Pee 

Curtiss-Vricht Airport, Valley Stream - lst Pursuit Wing. 

Roosevelt itield No. 1, Westbury - llth Bombardment Wing. 

Roosevelt Field No. 2, Mineola - 3lst Trans»vort:Group. 

Fairchild Airport, Fertingéale*= 3rd Attack Group. 

A night flight by the 2nd Bombardment Group, originally scheduled over Nem 
York, was cancelled and the pilots enjoyed an evening of unbroken rest after 
the trip from Dayton. epee Aven Fes 

Seturday, May 23rd, New York's millions awaited this day eagerly, the day 
on which the greatest air organization was to fly over the greatest city. ‘The 
weather was changing for the worse early in the morning. Over New York the 
weather was fair, although a few rain squalls wovld have given the pilots of a 
large formation something to think about. However, up near Peekskill, where 
the Division would rendezvous, the weather was dangerous. The New York flight 
was delayed three hours, the latest that it possibly could be held, while all 




































































awaited a break in the weather. ‘his time it was kinder than it had been on the 





day the Division waited to fly to Chicago, for at,about two o'clock it cleared 





enough to warrant the flight. Tactical units took off and flew about points over 





Westchester and Long Island's north shore until the proper time, when they cut 





across and met up the Hudson River at a rendezvous point, then turned and headed f 





down the River, over the new recently dedicaied George Washington Bridge and 
along Riverside Drive until the Battery was reached. Fite : 

In the meantime, the Demonstration Group had been going through their demon 
stration over the Floyd Bennett Airvort, the new Municipal Airport which was 
being dedicated upon the occasion of the Air Division's flight over the city. 






The demonstration flying wes completed when the Division terminated their revier F 





by passing in review over the grandstand at the Airyort upon which were seated 






the Mayor and his staff of officials. ‘While the 2let Wing was landing at Mite 





Field, the 22nd Wing landed at the ‘Municipal Airport to thus kill time on ~ 
ground end conserve gas and energy. When the 22nd Wing had landed and clearé 
the airdrome, the 2lst flew over and landed in its turn. ) ‘ 

Sunday, May 24th... With fine weather: ahead of it, the. Division moved ee 
base to the New England area. This was-a.short move and was made ‘without in : 
Except for the 9th Observation Group: (home station Mitchel Field), which bate 
the Municipal Airport at Hast Boston, the comzonents.of the Division establis 
their bases at the following places: 










.f : fie 
BowlesAgawam Airport, near Springfield - Division Headquarters, 21st Obsé , 


vation Wing mims 9th Group, 1st Pursuit Wing, 11th Bombardment Wing. 
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Springfield Ifunicival Airsort - 3lst Trans>ort Grou. 
Rentschler Field, Pratt-Whitney Airvort, Zast Hartford - 3rd Attack Group. 
Brainard Field, Hartford =~ 22nd Observation Wing. , 

Rentschler Field at East Hartford was dedicated unon the arrival of the 
tird Attack Group there. JBowles Field accommodated the largest number of air- 
planes of any one airport during the entire overations of the Air Division, 411 
planes of all types spending the night at that place. 

Monday, May 25th. Again poor weather dogged our steps. Off to the Fast 
tovard Boston, the weather looked fair, but to the westward there was every in- 
dication that the fog might shmt down and close off the Division from returning 
to their bases after the Boston flight, scheduled for this day. Shortly before 
noon, however, the weather lifted and started to clear off, and the flight to 
Boston was held as scheduled. 

The main review was flown off City Point, although several thousand people, 
ho went to the Municipal Airport desnite the instructions yublished in the news- 
papers that the point of vantage was off City Point, were disappointed and saw 
little of the flying except for the smoke screen plane which verformed for their 
benefit. 

The Demonstration Group also performed for Boston, then landed at the Air- 
port where the personnel remained for several hours and had lunch, The 9th 

Group, which had rendezvoused with the Division and participated in the review, 

left the Division and continued to Portland, Maine. They were bound for an over- 

night stay at Albany, After lunching at Portland and following their take-off, 
bad weather cut off the squadrons of the Group. One Squadron landed at Fort 

Ethan Allen, Vt., and the other two at White River Junction, where they s»ent the 

night. After a few hours at Boston, the Demonstration Group returned to 

Springfield and, before landing, staged another demonstration of 45 mimites over 

the Soringfield Airport. 

Tuesday, May 26th. ‘This day marked the return flight to New York, which was 
made via Albany and the Hudson River Valley. ‘The Division's main body was joined 
by the 9th Group near Albany, and then proceeded down the Hudson, passing in re- 
view over West Point, where 1200 Cadets assembled to witness this great spectacle. 

Upon reaching New York, the units repaired to the sites »reviously occupied 
by them on Long Island. . 

Wednesday, May 27th, ‘this day's flight was made down the coast to Atlantic 
City, where the Demonstration Group landed. The main body of the Division then 
turned and flew to Trenton, then turned again and headed east for Long Island, 
passing over the populous section of New Jersey on their return home. The Demon- 
stration Group flew in its usual demonstration of aerial battle tactics, then 
returned directly home. That night a dinner was tendered the officers of the 
Division by the City. 

Thursday, May 28th, ‘This was maintenance day, the first one the Division 
had during the entire progress of the exercises. It was a day syent in checking 
Up e@quinment and airplanes very carefully and making the necessary repairs or 
adjustments. Most of the personnel enjoyed a good day's rest, well earned. 

Friday, May 29th. On this day the Division moved from its Long Island bases 
along the air route to the Washington area. The Division colum turned about 
Philadelphia, and the Demonstration Groun units left the Division, landing at 
noon for a brief stay. After staging their usual demonstration, they continued 
on their way. ‘The rest of the Division contimed on its way, with cormonent 
wits detaching themselves as certain points were reached. ‘he 22nd Observation 
Wing landed at its new base near Wilmington, Del. While passing over Baltimore, 
the Third Attack Group dropped out and landed near there. The Pursuit Wing land- 
ed at Bolling Field, and the Transports attached to this Wing unloaded their pas~ 
sengers and supplies there and then pulled out for another base. ‘The bases of 
the various organizations while in the Washington area were as follows: 

Bolling Field, D.C. -- Division Headquarters and lst Pursuit Wing. 

Langley Field, Va. - 11th Bombardment Wing, 2lst Observation Wing. 

Logan Field, Dundalk, Md. -°3rd Attack Group. 

Bellanca Field, Newcastle-Wilmington, Del. - 22nd Observation Wing. 

Middletown (Pa.) Air Devot - 3lst Transport Group. 

: This was the longest "front" along which the Division had been based, being 
aoout 220 miles in length from Langley Field to Middletown on the Susquehanna 

River. The closest concentration was at Dayton, with Wright and Fairfield almost 

adjacent to each other, and the largest number of airnlanes at any one field was, 

as before stated, at Bowles Field, near Soringfield. 














Saturday, May 30th, Decoration Day. On this day the final demonstration 
and review of the lst Air Division was held. Fine weather prevailed. ‘There was 
no trouble in commnications from Division Headmarters to the outlying units, 
and the entire Division rendezvoused ne: r Quantico, Va., the Maine Corps base, 
The column then flew up the Potomac to Seostetg. Va., turned and headed dow the 
River, passing the reviewing stand on the Memorial Bridge by the Lincoln Memoria) 
at noon, shortly after the Demonstration Group had comleted their exhibition 
flight. 

As the Division cleared the reviewing stand, the Pursuit Wing turned and 
made another flight past it, waiting for the air to clear of planes over Bolling 
Field, after which it landed there. The other Wings and Groups returned to their 
previous bases, with the. exce»tion of the 9th Group, which continued directly to 
its home station at Mitchel Field, as did several of the National Guard flights 
whose home stations were within a comaratively short distance of ‘Washington, 

So ended the activities of the lst Air Division. Only the journey. back to 
the home stations of the various comonents remained to be flown. Again bad 
weather intervened and prevented the return on schedule of some of the organiza. 
tions headed over the Alleghenies. The 91st Squadron got orily 100 miles from 
Bolling Field, bound for Crissy Field, San Francisco, when they were forced to: 
land at Cumberland on account of rain and fog. A National Guard plane cracked 
up at Uniontown, being forced to land on account of weather on a golf course 
nearby. Finally, however, all the units of the Division reached their home sta- 
tions without further incident. . the final chapter was written, and the facts 
and figures could be summed up. Some of these were as follows: 


Airplanes participating in Exercises - ----------- = - =- = 667. 
Depot Transports not moving with Division - ----- = ‘_ ee ee 8 
Airplanes moving with Division - - - - - - - eee eee eee eee 659 
Airplanes damaged beyond economical repair - ------------ 3 
Ee ee ee ee ae ee ee 3 
Passengers injured - ---------+---------------- 2 
ENE EES ee ae ee 0 
Aircraft (or pilot) flying hours - aysroximately - ------- 38 , 000 
Miles flow at average cruising sveed - ----------- 4,000,000 
a ee a — 692 
Flying Cadets ---------.---'- -= Sites * 69 
Number ofofficers’ aha cadets actively: aniaged - 720 
Eniisted Men - - -.- - - ee a a 644 
Civilians ---<|}--j«<«---+-<+<+- weer eee 14 
Squadrons =~ Pursuit --------------------- 10 
Observation -----------f cree ree 17 
Bombardment - -------------7-e+"7--7°% Z 
it ek Mabie “edi he Seto aks ke AE: a on AT : 
Transport ------------- rrr rte 


The lessons learned from the Etercises cannot be stated as tritely as the 
above. Specific details are difficult to enumerate. Many of the »roblems en- 
countered are undergoing study and reconmendations of the sections concerned at 
the time this is being written. Suffice it to say, no radical changes will be 
effected as the result of these Exercises. 

The inclusion of Flying Cadets and National Guardsmen in the Division 
spoke well for the character of their training. ‘These Cadets had not yet com- 
pleted their course of flying training and had not yet won their wings. To the 
majority of the National Guardsmen their military flying activities were in ad- 
dition to those through which they earned their living. Nevertheless, the part 
they played in the Exercises demonstrated their ability to take their place in 
an active combat unit should a national emergency arise. 

At the present time the Air Corps has no organization as large as a Wing 


in active operation, and “the only omortunity for isolated squadrons and groups | 


to take their part in a larger organization is during such exercises as these. 
Participation in large units necessitates the sveeding up of all action with a 
mininum of lost motion and time. Toward the énd of the Exercises the Wings 
were taking about one-third of the time originally spent in clearing the air- 
drome upon take-off or landing. : 

For years the Materiel Division of the Air Corps at Wright Field, Dayton, 
Ohio, has been working towards reliability and ease of maintenance of Army ait 
craft and aircraft engines. The close schedule demanded of our operations 
=23 70 6158, A.C. 
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could never have been carried out tut for the successful result of this work of 
the past looking to the devendability of equinment. The few mechanics ~- and 
there were far less than the absolute minimum of one ver engine on operations 
in the field - could never have kept the airnlanes and their »vower nlants in 

rfect trim unless they had been designed and constructed by practical engin- 
gers who understood the »roblems of the mechanic; 

There was an overstock of spares left at various bases after the »assage 

of the Division, due to this very fact of devendability and absence of breakage; 
far fewer replacement parts being used than it was anticipated would be needed 


- and which were provided, 


In general, the commercial airports used by units of the Division were 
adequate in size and in layout. It should be remembered that very large numbers 
of airplanes would never be based at any one airdrome in time of war near the 
front, or where such airdrome might be subjected to enemy bombardment. Hence 
the majority of airports are large enough, although in some localities, as in 
the Washington area for instance, there are hardly enough airnorts to fill the 
needs of a large air organization basing around that area. 

Regularly installed servicing equi-ment, of course, was not sufficient for 
the mmber of airplanes dropping in at the various commercial airports but, suf- 
ficlent notice having been given of exvected arrivals, airport operators and the 
companies sup»lying gas and oil were able to add enough temporary personnel and 
equimment to take care of our needs. It could hardly be expected that an air- 
port regularly handling five airslanes per hour would have the extra equi-ment, 
lying idle,to take care of five or ten times that number of airplanes per hour. 

Until such time as a larger number of ambulance airplanes are in service, 
it will be necessary to convert troo> aud supply transports for ambulance sur- 
poses. This was done in six mimutes! time, removing seats and replacing them 
with litters. While units were onerating from one airdrome, one Transvort air- 
plane per airdrome was generally converted for that period and stood in readi- 
ness for any hosvitalization flight it might be called woon to verform. 

The question of Transnorts is an imortant one. Without them the Air Divi- 
sion could not operate satisfactorily, and this holds true for any mobile air 
wit. Mechanics and supnlies cannot be carried in single-seater Pursuit planes; 
they cannot always be carried in two-seater Observation and Attack planes - at 
least not in the twoeseaters in time of. war, when the service type »lanes are 
mnmnied by their regular flying crews. Hence the need of Transvorts in carrying 
mechanics and supplies along with the various units. 

It was found exredient to transport half the mechanics of Pursuit units 
shead of their squadrons to prepare the new base for the arrival of the tactical 
planes, The other half would remain behind to "mop up" after the departure of 
their outfits, then follow when the latter were well and safely on their way. 

It was also found absolutely necessary to rely on the good graces and the cooper- 
ation of the civilian population alons the route. Chambers of Commerce »vaved 

the way for our coming in a handsome fashion. Re oresentatives of the Division 
notified these commercial organizations of what they would need, and these needs 
were furnished. The Air Division was welcome wherever it went. 

A great deal has been written in the vast by members of the Services, who 
at one place or another found a hostile attitude on the nart of the civilian 
population to the members of the armed services. The Air Division found no 
such attitude at any place where it stopped. If the civilian pyopulation was 
glad to have the Air Division, the Air Division was no less glad to show the 
people a bit of what training the Ary Air Corps was undergoing in the inter- 
ests of National Defense - the insurance of the peonle of this country against 
outside ageression, i 

—--000——— 


An aerial "Aloha" was extended to Prince and Princess Takamatsu of Japan 
Upon their recent arrival at the Port of Honolulu. A total of 56 airplanes from 
luke and Wheeler Fields circled over the liner "Chichibu Maru" as she anpeared 
from the northeast. ‘The planes were led by Lieut.~Colonel Gerald C. Brant,Wing 
Commander, and consisted of 15 Observation, 13 Attack, 8 Bombardment, 18 Pursuit 
and 2 Sikorsky planes. As the formation massed Ahua Point, they were joined by 
18 Navy planes from Pearl Harbor, under command of Commander Wayne Tod. ‘The 
total number of »lanes in the formation (74) made up the greatest display of air 
force seen in the Hawaiian Islands since the last Army~Navy Maneuvers of 1925, 
and awakened much comment fromthe civilian community. ' 
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MAP CHECKING 


lished tnis year has been coumleted by the Army Engineers Reproduction 

Plant and turned over to Lieuts. Harold G. Peterson and Elvin F. Menghan 
for flight check. 

These new maps diverge from Midland, Texas, to Hl Paso, Texas; Dallas, Tex, 
and Fort Sill, Qklahoma. ‘The comilations, which are still in the form of bly 
line drawings, were made from available information, and the check will be 
carried out similar to that recently completed by the above named officers on 
the four strips in Southern California end Arizona, viz: Los Angeles-San Diego, 
Los Angeles-Yuma, San Diego-Phoenix and Phoenix-Nogales. ‘The Los Angeles-Yum 
map is one of the seven new strins. 

On this first expedition, considerable aid was obtained from local inform. 
tion, such as county and auto club maps, it being considerably easier at times t 
check these than the strips themselves, particularly the old strips. The plane 
being used on this work is a Fairchild photographic tyne from Mitchel Field, st 


{ . OMPILATION of three more of the seven new Air Corps strip maps being mp. 





Wright Field it was fitted up with drafting boards, one for the pilot as well as 
for the observer, and other equivument. 

Work was begun on the Los Angeles-Sen Diego strip on the first of February, 
The flying time on the four maps, covering approximately 46,000 square miles, 
was 134 hours and 45 minutes. With the cabin »lane and supercharged engine it 
was found practicable to do most of the checking at an altitude of from 8,000 to 
15,000 feet, both from the standpoint of »lane performance and working condi- 
tions, including visibility, as weather conditions in that section were very god, 
Only five days were lost,due to weather, of the fifty spent in Arizona and 
California, The average flying time for each day flown was 3 hours and 58 mimts 

The bases of operations in California were at Rockwell Field, Coronado, 





Calif.; Griffith Park Airport, Los Angeles, the station of the 115th Ovservation 
Squadron of the California National Guard, and March Field, Riverside, Calif. 
In Arizona, stops were made at Yuma and at Phoenix, with the main base at Tucson, 
At all of these fields the Army airmen were given all consideration and assistance 
possible, 

Since returning to Washington, Lieuts. Peterson and Meughan have been work- 
ing with the Engineers Reproduction plant on the revision and publication of the 
maps checked, and on changes to be incornorated in future maps to be vublished, 
They are also cooperating with the Naval Hydrographic Office and the Department 
of Commerce with the object in view of attaining as mich uniformity as possible 
in the three sets of maps published. 

---000-—— 


NIGHT FIRING IN HAWAII 


4n interesting test of the effectiveness of night firing by batteries of 
3—inch guns, 50-Cal. and 30-Cal. machine guns, and by Infantry platoons vas helt 
recently at Fort Kamehameha. The "enemy" was revresented by stationary floating 
targets anchored at various ranges from the firing points and illuminated by 
searchlichts of various types; star shells, airvlane flares, and by ae 
headlights, in an endeavor to ascertain what kind of illumination gave the bes 
results from a target practice standnoint. 

Several Semaned. dain and enlisted men watched the test with much inter 
est, as it is quite possible that the same types of target aid co.civions of it 
ibility might obtain in time of war. The flares dropped by the airplanes from 
luke Field were the old type paracmute landing flares, which had been in storag 
for some time. To everyone's surprise, they functioned very well, lighting > 
the surface of the sea for hundreds of yards in every direction. As a means 0 
lighting up sea targets for shore gunnery, nowever, the airplane flare tests we 
not very satisfactory, as the brisk northeast trade winds carried the flares 
rapidly away from the stationary targets. However, as one Air Corps officer was 
heard to remark - "Well, a 2,000-pound bomb wouldn't drift away," whereupon con 
versation languished, 

eee, een ra 

The Commanding Officer of Iuke Field, T.H., presented the Wheeler Trophy be 
track and field to the 72nd Bombardment Squadron after the Mother's Day servic 
on May 10th. ‘This marked the third consecutive year this organization has won 

ophy, 
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PURSUITERS VISIT CANADIAW CITIES 
HE First Pursuit Group returned from the Air Corps Maneuvers along the 

T Eastern Seaboard, via Kingston, Ontario, and the 94th Squadron stopoed at 

: Brantford after the completion of the visit of the Group to Kingston. ‘The 

ston at Kingston was at the invitation of the Flying Club of that ¢ity,which for 

the past three years has invited flights from this Group to participate in the 

ceremonies incident to the celebration of the King's birthday on June 35rd. 
Arriving at Kingston, the Group, flying in four+squadron formation and led 

by Major Brower, circled over the city for a few moments before landing. Captain 

victor H. Strahm, who had arrived a few hours ahead, contacted the Groun by 


means of radio and directed the landing. 


As soon as the vlanes were staked down and covered, the officers and men 


‘were ushered into waiting busses and »roceeded to towmm. That night the personnel 


experienced a pleasant relief after the long flight from Washington, D.C. offi- 
cers and men were quartered in the several hotels of the city, and as soon as 
the officers had donned their last remaining white shirts they were taken to a 
stag dinner at the Country Club. After dinner the ladies were waiting for a 
dance at the Yacht Club, while Mayor Wright of Kingston held open house for all 
of the officers, ; 50s 

The next evening at a dinner, two most attractive mementoes of the occasion 
vere presented to the officers of the Group. One, a pure white miniature model 
of a TH Moth,was presented by the Flying Club, and the other, a very beautiful 
cup, was presented by Mayor Wright. Needless to say, when the time for take-off 
came on the morning of June 4th, all members of the Group hated.to leave. Our 


Canadian friends had again demonstrated that they were perfect. hosts. 


The Group serviced at Buffalo, where the pilots were guests of the Curtiss 
Company and the Consolidated Company at an excellent luncheon served at the 
Iuffalo Field and Gun Club. The Group then »roceeded to Brantford, Ontario, where 
the 94th Squadron was detached and landed. This squadron had. paid Brantford a 
visit last year, and before the pilots were out of the cocknits they were greeted 
by last year's friends, who made it known that everything was in readiness for a 
good time. From the time of landing until the take-off on June 7th, there was 
never a dull moment for the members of the squadron, and the vilots and men who 
were fortunate enough to be the guests of Brantford report that the visit will 
never be forgotten. ‘ eta a ou 

Not far off the straight course from Brantford, Ontario, to Selfridge Field 
lies London, Ontario. On June 4th, as the First Pursuit Group was returning from 
the celebration of the King's birthday at Kingston, and by way of Brantford to 
drop off the 94th Pursuit Squadron, Major Brower led: the Group over London and 
saluted the city with a turn of the Group in close formation. The following 
letter resulted: * : 

"Commander, U.S. Air Forces, 
Selfridge Field, near Detroit, Mich. 
Dear Sir: 3 " - 
Your courtesy in giwing-such a gracious greeting to the City of London, 
Canada, during your recent tour over this commnity is greatly aypreciated, and 
we have been asked by citizens to convey to you our thanks. 

Your thoughtfulness in this regard was an exoression of the fact that 
aviation is a science that is creating good will between countries. Your flight 


ver our city was beautiful, and is being commented on continually as a friendly 


gesture, | 
Assuring you we are deeply grateful: to you for making ,ossible the 

splendid exhibition by your aircraft and extending to you a cordial invitation to 
~~ Aibomg Airport at London, Canada; at any time it may be a convenience to you, I 
Yours faithfully, 

THE LONDON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 

-. W.H. Wood, Manager." 
--~000~-- ee ae 


On June 12th, a flight of three airplanes from the lst Pursuit Group, 
Selfridge Field, Mich., proceeded to Racine, Wisconsin, and on the following day 
Participated in the dedication of the new Airport at that city. ‘The personnel 
Of the flight consisted of Lieuts. C.F. Hegy, C.L. Brignall and Wm. R. Allemang, 
and the pilots report an enjoyable trip and stay at Ravine. s 
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CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS AT WHEELER FIELD 


The building construction at Wheeler Field is progressing. The new. quay | 
ters for officers and noncommissioned officers are also.coming along favorabjy, 
These quarters are of Snanish type bungalow. ‘The construction contract call, 
for 42 sets of officers! quarters, one bachelor officers' quarters, 42 sets of 
noncommissioned officers' quarters, one bachelor noncommissioned officers! 
quarters, two barracks for entisted men with a canacity of 200 men each, and 
one barracks for enlisted men of 100-men canacity. The entire vroject 1s aby; 
37% completed. . J 

Upon the completion of this construction, all buildings will overlook the 
flying field on one side and the Waianae mountain range on the other. ‘the eo. 
tire construction is of cement and hollow tile and, in addition to many built. 
in features, includes fireplaces; in fact, everything to make an ideal home, 

---000--—< : ; 


\GENEKAL FECHET'S FLIGHT TO PANAMA 


Major-General James E. Fechet, Chief of the Air Corns, »iloted by Captain 
Ira C. Haker, in their fast low-winged Lockheed-Altair monoplane, arrived at 
Duncan Field, San Antonio, Texas,.on the evening of June 3rd, on their recent 
flight from Washington to Panama, General Fechet svent the night as the guest 
of Brigedier-General Charles H. Danforth, Commanding General of the Air Corps 
Training Center, es 

Acspecial force of civilian mechanics of the San Antonio Air Depot worked 
all that night. on the vlane, tuning it up for the final: long ho». to Panama, 
enabling General Fechet and Cantain Eaker to resume the journey at 6:30 a.m, 
June 4th. On their return flight from the Canal Zone, a new propeller for 
their plane was ferried down to Brownsville, Texas, from the Devot by Lieut, 
T.H. Chaygman, accompanied by C.R. Gast, civilian airslane engine mechanic, 

~--000--— 


FAIRFIELD AIR DEPOT A BEE HIVE OF INDUSTRY DURING MANEUVERS. 


Brigadier-General B.D. Fowlois and members of his Staff arrived at the 
Fairfield, Ohio, Air Depot on May 12th, in connection with the Air Corps 
Maneuvers. Lore 

During the period May 15th to 22nd, inclusive, the Fairfield Air Denot 
end Wright Field were the scene of the most outstanding mobilization of air 
units in the history of the Air Corns. During this time the Pursuit, Bombard- 
ment, Transport, Attack and Observation Grouns staged some very interesting 
formation and combat flying, there being 672 »lanes varticivating in the Air 
Corps Demonstrations. On May 16th, a "dog fight" demonstration was staged 
by Captains Hunter and Strahm, two war-birds. 


Wiile in this area, the different Groups staged demonstrations over near- 
by cities, such as Chicago, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chillicothe, Lima, and smllf 


towns enroute. All planes de rarted from this station early on the morning of 
May 22nd for the purvose of defending the Eastern coast, after which time a 
large number returned to their home stations via this station. 

Among the distinguished »ersons visiting this station during the Air 


Corps Demonstrations, the following were noted; Major-General James E. Fechet, : 


Chief of the Air Corns; Assistant Secretary of the Navy, David G. Ingalls; 
Assistant Secretary of War F. Trubee Davison; General. William Mitchell; 
General William G. Everson, Chief of the Militia Bureau; Congressman Guy D. 
Goff; Representative Copeland; Lieut.-Col. Oscar Westover and Lieut.-Col. Th 
C. McChord. 

For the entertainment of the »ersonnel on temporary duty at Fairfield in 
connection with the Air Corps Maneuvers, several social events were held by 
citizens of Dayton for the pleasure of the visitors, such as a nress dinner 0 
the evening of May 16th for tue officers; a stac dinner at the Biltmore Hotel 
on Mey 18th for the officers; a military ball at the Biltmore Hotel on May 
18th for the officers and ladies; a Smoker at the Memorial Hall on May 18th 
for the enlisted men. 


. 


The following organizations participating in the Maneuvers stopped over 
et this station en route from the East coast to their home stations: 20th 


Pursuit Group, 204th Attack, 208th Bombardment, 15th, 88th and 9lst Observation, 
Squadrons. 
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THE LAST OF THE AIRSHIP B.S. 1. 


The mightiest of the Air Corns li: hter-thanair fleet, which was dismantled 
in the Fall of 1928, was recently sold to a St. Louis junk dealer by the 
Salvage Officer at Scott Field, Belleville, Ill. 

This airship was built for the Government by the Goodyear Tire and Rubber 
Comeny, Akron, Ohio, for experimental vurnoses, and efter three years of flying 
was ordered dismantled because the bag had become too »orous for further use. 

The final flight of the ship was made in the Fall of 1928, with Major W.4. 
Kepner in command. It was on this flight that the R.S.1 encountered a terrific 
series of thunder and wind storms while over Arkansas and Tennessee. The force 
of the wind stove in the nose-cone of tie ship, but luckily the damage was not 
enough to keep its crew from returning to Scott Field. 

After the airshi> was dismantled, tho parts were held in storage pending a 
decision as to the purchase of a new bag and the repair of the nose cone. Because 
of various faults in the airship, it was finally decided that it had served its 
gurpose and thet further ex»yense and research along this line would be inadvisable. 

The design of the craft was new, in that the "V" shaped keel was used in a 
inverted position. This keel, the control car, the motor gondolas and the control 
surfaces, after being wrecked for further use, brought the sum of $900. to the 
United States Treasury. . 


iy HE 014 R.S.1, the largest semi-rigid airshi» in the world, is no more. 


mae OO Ome 
ANOTHER AIRSHIP LOST TO THE AIR CORPS 


Mach of the training of the 19th Airshi; Comany, Langley Field, Va., for Bhe 
nonth of May had to be nostwoned due to the loss of the T0-10-252 Airship on May 
7th. The ship had flown to Winchester, Va., on May 6th, in connection with the 
Ayple Blossom Festival and had made the trip there and return as far as Richmond, 
Ya., Without incident. 

Upon arrival at Richmond, four members of the Staff of the Governor of 
Virginia left the ship, and four members of the ship's crew who had remained in 
that city during the day boarded the shin. At 7:40 p.m, Lieut. McCracken, in 
commend of thé airship, ordered "all aboard" and took off for Langley Field. When 
about 35 minutes out of Richmond, a heavy fog set in and it became quite ayparent 
that everyone aboard was in for an uncomfortableflight. Fifteen minutes more and 
the ship was flying totally blind, the fog at this point becoming so dense that 
lights were no longer visible at 150 feet altitude. Desrite the fog handicap, 
however, the ship flew directly over Langley Field, imt there were still no 
lights and the ship »roceeded.on its way. Passing over Hampton, Va., at a very 
low altitude, Lieut. McCracken finally identified the city, and the entire crew 
Yhooped with joy. ‘This reign of joy, however, lasted only a few mimutes, for. 
upon ayproaching the field for a landing the ship struck the ground and, though 
flying at reduced speed, the imoact forced the right :ropeller through the forward 
tallonet. This made it impossible to trim the ship, and she rode 22 degrees nose 


| Up. ds a result, the fuel pump would not function, the motors cut out and it was 

 *Recessary to free-balloon the shi» to a landing. 

het, | 
| in the water near the mouth of Cheesman!s Creek, with no further damage to the 

ship or injury to personnel. he ship drifted ashore about 3;00 a.m., and was 

_ Moored on the beach with the expectation of towing it to the field during the day. 


| Pri 
it 
: th 


The flight came to an end at 12:10 a.m., Iieut. McCracken brining her down 


During the Salvaging operations, however, fate played a tragic hand, when 
vates McDonald and Brabits, of the 96th Squadron, lost their lives in an at- 
empt to save the airship. ‘wo boats had been disvatched from the field to tow 
he =e in and had been making good progress when a strong wind came up. Under 
a the motor on one of the towing boats failed and the remaining 
a » Not being equal to the strain, broke. ‘The suner-structure of the other 

mas torn away by the sudden strain, carrying McDonald and Brabits with it 


» into the water, and they perished before aid could reach them. 


Both McDonald and Brabits were members of the Bnergency Boat Crew, whose duty 


Bit 
: ae be on the alert for lanes or airships forced down in the water. ‘The 
; nr 28 a total wreck and was returned to Langley Field the following day by 


ation 


ALG. 


ge and trucks. 
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THE SPRINGFIELD. REVOLVER CLUB DOCTRINE 
By Lieut. J. L. Hitchings, Air Corps 
g [ ; (The Seventh Article of this Series) 





0 that famous, unbeaten and apparently unbeatable organization, the - 

Springfield Revolver Club, belongs the credit for originating and Dropagat. 
ing the theory which has become the accented doctrine of modern Jmerican visto 
shooting. The fundamental tenet of this doctrine is that the human body mos; 
nearly approaches a machine rest when the bones and muscles used in shooting ar 
locked without strain. This »rinciple gives rise to practically all the rules 
which will be discussed in detail in the succeeding articles. Readers are re. 
quested to bear it in mind when threading the labyrinth of detail that is in- 
volved in discussing technique; it is the key to the situation. 

Leaving for later elaboration the finer details of the Soringfield Doctrine, 
let us drop in on the Springfield Club and see how the Doctrine is spread, T 
quote from a letter from its Shooting Master, Colonel Roy D. Jones: 

"When a man presents himself for membership, he is first investigated as ty 
his business and general revutation in the commnity. No attention is given to 
his social standing, but he must be a man who is a good citizen, and when this is 
assured he is invited-to come out for thirty days and get acquainted. If at th 
end of that »eriod the Club wants him, he is invited to join and his shooting 
education begins. 

The Club owns several 22 single shot target >istols of every make. He tries 
them all and when he finds the one which fits him he is then taken in hand and 
taught, right from the beginning, how to hold and squeeze the trigger, and his 
nosition is studied, stance is changed to eliminate body sway, hand position on 
the gun is corrected to offset any diverting tendency, and he is instructed to 














bring every practice target to the shooting master for analysis. Constant come 
tition with others of his own experience keeps him intent on getting the best 
Scores possible. While gambling is taboo, yet the battle to see who vays fora 
box of 22's being used in the little impromptu match lends zest to the. test and 
provides the immnity to nerves which is needed in a match. No man is. allowed to 
Shoot any larger gun until he is able to kee> practically all of his shots in th 
bladc of a 20-yard target. = td. 

In October, after the outdoor season closes, tegins the intensive anplicatic 
to the 20-yard indoor range, and by November the eliminations for the teams begin 
in earnest. A weekly match is shot and all members enter in order to hold their 
places on some one of the seven teams in the Expert, Senior and Junior Leagues of 
the U.S.R.A. At-the same time the flock of new men are being sifted out and wha 
the teams are made up in December for the race which'is to start on January lst, 





the few who survive are the Novice Team for the season. This means that they ar 
all in shape and ready to go with a good start. 

To use the motto of the instructor, the «22 single shot is the foundation of 
ALL shooting, and he says more 'a man who can coordinate his eye and his trigger 
finger with a .22 can shoot anything which has a hole through it.' ‘This has bem 
borne out many times when these men have shot the .45 auto into places in the 
National Match when they have never fired one until the day before the match. Ii 
is further proven by the second revolver team which is composed of pistol shoot- 
ers who are the reserve for the first team, which has won the League Revolver 
Championship every year since the League was started. 

Learn to shoot the .22 singlé-shot pistol and you can shoot them all." 

POSITION AND BREATHING IN PISTOL SHOOTING 
(The. eighth article. of this series). 


In discussing this subject, permit: me to remind my readers at the outset o 


the Springfield Revolver Club Doctrine: The human body most nearly an roaches 8 f 











machine rest when the bones and muscles used are locked without stra vite 


The feet are the two fundamental. sux,0rts. ‘They should be >laced a comfort 


able distance apart, axproximately 16 inches, and a line between the heels shoult | 
form an angle of about 45 degrees with'a.line to the target. This is particular} 
ly important in outdoor shooting, where a position braced against either a front f 


or a side wind is necessary to prevent body sway. The feet should be turned to 
Pr angle of about 60 degrees with each other, thus locking the ankle msdé 
ly. : 
The upper body should be very slightly rotated to the left,locking the 
vertebrae, 
~235— V-6158, A.C. 
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The right shoulder should be locked by rolling it. ‘he roll of the shoulder 
js obtained as follows; Being in firing position, point the right arm out- 
stretched toward the target, palm up, bringing the shoulder to the left, until it 
jg almost under the chin. ‘Then rotate the hand AT THE WRIST counter chockwise, 
yntil the palm is vertical. Finally, drop both shoulders, which may inadvertent - 
ly have been raised during this process. 

Straighteszing the elbow will lock it; the chief danger here is that you may 
lock it too firmly, causing strain. On the other hand, do not try to shoot with 
g-bent elbow and exnect to get in the money. 

4A grip mst be chosen which will cause the wrist to be drooped, yet horizon- 
tally in line with the arm. Drooning the wrist locks it without undue tension; 
mt bending it either to the right or to the left of the arm line wuts the 
mscle controlling the trigger-finger under strain, and makes a good trigger 
squeeze >ractically inmmossible. The correct grip will form the subject of the 
next article. 

In applying these »rinciples, seek for uniformity. Remember that even so 
slight a change as a variation in the angle between the feet will alter the ner- 
yous tension on all muscles of the body, and will absolutely change the position 
of your shot even with an amarently unchanged aim. Remember also that all you 
have to accomplish in »istol shooting is to secure uniform grouping. Changing 
your aiming point or your sights to center the group in the bullseye is then so 
easy it is child's lay. 

Seel: also for relaxation. You will not find this easy or even ossible at 
first, for the correct shooting nosition is no more comfortable to the embryo 
shooter than the nosition of "on guard" to the embryo fencer. Gradually, however, 
new muscles are develoned, and after about a month's training, the position begins 
to feel comfortable, and you suddenly find it possible to relax. It is then that 
your scores take their first big jump. About that time, you will notice that 
avery wild shot you throw is caused by an incorrect strained position of some 
part of the body, which increases your entire nervous tension. To secure relaxa- 
tion, after getting the correct body nosition, consciously slump dow a little 
with your whole body. | fot 

4A prerequisite to relaxation is correct breathing. .To accomplish this, just 
before aiming, take a somewhat deen breath, let out part of it, and hold the re- 
minder, Hold it by contracting your stomach, not by contracting your throat. 
——= 00 Oman 


ATTACKERS BEGIN ANNUAL BOMBING MANEUVERS 


Twelve Attack lanes from the 8th Attack Squadron, Zrd Attack Group, under 
the direction of Captain Lotha A. Smith, took off on June 14th for Kelly Field, 
Texas, which station will be used as.a base during the anmal bombing maneuvers 
at Camp Stanley, Texas.. Hach squadron will sxend about four days on the range. 

last year the Third Attack Grown used obsolete vlanes as targets. The 
ships were arranged on the -ground to simulate an enemy airdrome in time of. war. 
Then the Attackers finished onerations on those old crates there wasn't one of 
them that would have been able to take off in -ursuit had it been installed with 


& motor, 


This year the target revresents a battalion of Infantry deployed along a 
a The figures are represented by silhouette targets and are in various posi- 
tons representing troons in »rone, kmeeling and upright »vositions. 

== 000— a 


AERIAL GUNNERY PRACTICE IN NORTHERN MICHIGAN 


Plans for the annual aerial Gunnery “ractice of the 15th Squadron, stationed 
at Scott Field, Belleville, Ill., have been completed. ‘The Squadron will take 
its practice in conjunction with the First Pursuit Group at Camp Skeel, Oscoda, 
liich, The ractice season, starting about June 15th, is exnected to be complet~ 
ed about August Ist. The personnel firing the course will be divided into three 

Tements, and each increment will be at the cam) about two weeks. 

A detachment of about 30 enlisted men and five or six airplanes will be at 

wit camp for the entire practice period, and the personnel nerforming the. firir 
1 be changed by transport. 
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IMPROVEMENTS AT FORT CORCKETT, TEXAS 


! fi ANY improvements were made at Fort Crockett, Texas, during the absence af 

LY ft the Third Attack Group on the recent Air Corps Maneuvers, A large detai) 
of men, under the guidance of Master Sergeant Albert C. Granger, workeg 

steadily to make such changes as were thought necessary. ; 

A tar and gravel narking strip was laid dow by the runway on the north sig 
of the hangars. The road into the flying field was scraned, widened and then 
tarred, Grass was sown on theflying field; hangar floors were patched wp and 
last, but not least, was the installation of a new flood light to revlace the on 
wrecked some time ago. : 

All Attack nlanes at Fort Crockett have just been equivped with wheels in 
place of tail skids. ‘his means that the grass will have a better chance on the 
flying field and that less dust will be raised in those svots where grass is 
having a hard time to get started. At the present time opinion is divided amongy 
the Group pilots as to the »nogularity of the new device. Most of them welcome ty 
change. 

Hardened old-timers,who seldome give way to any form of emotion, broke dom 
the day the Group returned from the Maneuvers. ‘The couse for the exritement mas 
the speed with which the Group landed. No sooner were six planes down than six 
more were right behind them. ‘There was a steady stream of taxying planes after 
Headquarters Flight landed. Hverything was timed perfectly. | 
-~-009~--- 





MAJOR HARMS BECOMES AIR OFFICER OF THE PHILIPPINES 


On May 15th, Major Henry W. Harms, Air Corss, relinquished the command of 
Nichols Field, P.I., to assume the duties of Air Ofiicer of the Philippine De- 
partment, with station at Manila. "We are sorry to lose Major Harms," says 
the Nichols Field Corres»ondent, "He has only béen here one year, and it would 
take a blind man not to see what has happened to this post in the past twelve | 
months. The many improvements are too numerous to list, but a few of the high 
lights will suffice. New Barracks and mess halls for the 2nd Observation and 
66th Service Squadrons; new water tower; anproximately 55 new airplanes and more 
coming; new motion »icture sovnd equixrment (the best in the Philivvines); com 
plete renovation of the officers! quarters; new hard-surfaced roads and the com 
plete nainting of all the tmildings and shops. All we can say is that Major 
John B. Brooks, from Clark Field, who assumed command on May 15th, »icked a soft 
snot to land." 

—-- 000——— 





FIRST PURSUIT GROUP VISITS JACKSON, MICH. 


A comosite squedron of eizhteen Pursuit vlanes and one Ford Transport 
from Selfridge Field, Mich., aid a visit to Jackson, Mich., on June llth, at 
the invitation of the Exchange Club of that city. ‘The Squadron, led by Major 
Gerald E. Brower, formed successively the letters "J", "N" and "A", and gave 
the citizens of gackson a demonstration of formation flying »rior to landing at 
the airport. The C-4 Transvort, »niloted by Licut. Paul W. Wolf, carried in ad- 
dition to mechanics, Mr. Ray Coover, Manager of the National Air Shows at Detroit, 
and Lieut. Cluck, Air Corss, who were sxecially invited to be present. Another 
very special guest whom we were delighted to see again was our good friend, 
Jimmy Doolittle. ; 

The »ilots were guests of the Exchange Club of Jackson at a luncheon. This 
Club has been active in promoting and develoving the marking of wmildings and 


roads with signs as an aid to air travel. ‘These markers have already proven ir § 


valuable to pilots, and the activities of the Club along this line of endeavor 
is very commendable. After a most enjoyable luncheon, the Squadron and the 
transnort took off for Selfridge Field. 

~-~000--- 


Lieut.-Colohel John H. Jouett, Air Corns Reserve, who, while commanding 4 
the Third Attack Group resigned to return to civilian life, will once more take 7 
over the Attackers, although it will be for only a brief period of time. Col. & 


Jouett has been ordered to active duty with the Group for a veriod of 14 days, 
July Sth to 18th. 
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ASSIGNMENT OF ‘TECHNICAL SCHOOL GRADUATES 


Under Syecial Orders of the War Department recently issved, the following- 
named officers, uwnon graduation from the Air Corns Technical School, Chanute 
Field, Rantoul, Ill., July 13th, will »roceed to stations indicated for duty: 

lst Lieut. Courtland M. Brown and 2nd Lieut. Walter A. Fenander to Scott 
field, Belleville, T11.; 2nd Lieuts. Philip D. Coates to Brooks Field, Texas; 
paul 'T. Cullen and James F. Olive, Jr., to Mitchel Field, N.Y.; George W,Hansen 
to Air Corns Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas; Robert S. Macrum to the Air 
Corps Training Center, Duncan Field, Teras; Minton W. Kaye to March Field, Calif.; 
George G. Northrup to Crissy Field, Calif., and Willard R. Shephard to Mitchel 
Field, N.Y. : : 
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' DETAIL OF OFFICERS TO AIR CORPS TECHNICAL SCHOOL 

The following-named 2nd Lieutenants of the Air Corps, under Special Orders 
of the War Department recently issued, are detailed as students at the Air Corps 
echnical School, Chanute Field, Rantoul, I11., to take courses of instruction, 
as indicated, conmencing October 1, 1931, viz: 

Maintenance Eugineering 
Alva L. Harvey Brooks Field, Texas. Donald J. Keirn, Rockwell Field,Calif. 
Robert M. Kraft Mather Field, Calif. Chas. B.Stone,III,Rockwell Field, Calif. 
Harold L. Mace ‘Chanute Field, Il]. Anthony Q. Mustoe OChamte Field, Ill. 
Albert L. Alexander,Jr.Pope Field, N. C. Arthur F. Merewether Mitchel Field,N.Y. 
Frederick A.Bacher,Jr. Scott Field, Ill... Charles K. Moore Post Field, Okla. 
Merrill D. Burnside Langley Field, Va. Thomas S. Power Langley Field, Va. 
lawrence H. Dowuthit Brooks Field, Texas emuel O. Redetzke,Ft.Sam Houston, Texas 
Robert L. Easton Fort Crockett, Texas Minthorne W. Reed,Selfridge Field, Mich. 
Karl G.E. Gimmler fort Crockett, Texas Fred 0. Tally Fort Crockétt, Texas 
dugust W. Kissner Mitchel Field, N.Y. Herbert H.Tellman,Selfridge Field, Mich. 
Julius K. Lacey Selfridge Field, Mich. Lorry N. Tindal Mitchel Field,N.Y. 
Aircraft Armament 
H. F. Gregory Chanute Field, Ill. lst Lt.J.A.Madarasz,Chamte Field, Ill. 
John E, Bodle Long Beach, Calif. Ivan M. Palmer Duncan Field, Texas 
Walter R. Agee » Kelly Field, Texas ‘John L. Nedwed Fort Crockett., Texas 
Frederick E. Calhoun,Fort Crockett,Texas Richard D. Reeve Brooks Field, Texas 
Wilbur Erickson Ft. Leavenworth,Kans. Morley F. Slaght Selfridge Field, Mich. 
John H. Ives Langley Field, Va. Casver P. West. Langley Field, Va. 
John J. Keough Fort Sill,Okla. Dudley E, Whitten ‘Fort Sill, Okla. 
William R. Morgan,Selfridge Field, Mich. 
Communications ecu “7 
Albert W. Shepherd Chanute Field, Ill. Reloh E. Holmes Fort Sill, Okla. 
Daniel C. Doubleday ‘Mather Field,Calif Roy H. Lynn Fort Sam Houston, Texas 
Forrest G. Allen Mitchel Field, N.Y. Lawrence C. Westley, Fort Crockett, Texas 
James K, DeArmond | gley Field, Va. Daniel B. White Fort Crockett, Texas 
Richard I, Dugan Fort Sill, Okla. Draper F. Henry Mitchel Field,N.Y. 
; ---000-—~ 
SCOTT FIELD AIRSHIP TRANSFERRED TO LANGLEY 

The Airshiy T6-11~271, transferred to Langley Field, Va., from Scott Field, 
lll., with Lieut. Shively in command, Lieut. Paul and Tech. Sgt. Short, co-»vilots, 
arrived on May 23rd, The shiv was flom by way of Dayton in order to allow the 
Lishter-than-Air pilots on duty at Wright Field an onnortunity of flying her but, 
due to weather conditions there, Lieut. Shively decided to. push on to Langley 
Field, Although the flight from Dayton to Langley Field was made in slightly 
more then six hours, ice formations were encountered over the mountains which for 
nore than an hour threatened the destruction of the ship. During this time it 
Was necessary to run the engines at greatly reduced speed and still maintain alti- 
tule,’ as there was great danver of ice being thrown through the envelope by the 
Propellers, | At the same time it was necessary to maintain sufficient speed to 
agony the ‘shi from coming dowm in the mountains, as she was very heavy due to 
t ® ice. Upon several occasions varticles of ice struck the side of the car. fFor- 
Uately, however, none entered the envelope. ‘The remainder of the flight was 


dust a Joy ride compared to that hour through the ice clouds. 
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CRISSY FIELD RADIO ACTIVITIES 





Well, here we 
are again. Let's 
hear from you 


_ he Fiscal Year 1931 has been a busy 
one for the 91st Observation Squadron in 
its activities involving cooperation. be- | A Radio men 
tween the Air Corps and Ground troops. In often. 
most of these cooperative missions, two-way if ae 
radio commmication has been the most impor \, 
tant. feature of the mission, and the results|! 
have been more than satisfactory. For the 
instruction of ground troops the squadron 
has simulated Attack, Bombardment and 
Pursuit Aviation in many instances, provid- 
ing additional interest for the Observation 
pilots and making for their versatility. Me LY); 

Liaison, contact, reconnaissance and ~ GH 4 
artillery adjustment missions taxed the ob- Wo 
servers to their limits, oftentimes when 
the progress of the battle on the ground Va 
showed rapid and unexpected devolopments. a . De 
Many officers of the 91st have found that 5k ~~ 
the observer is just a little bit busier than the vrdverbial cat. ‘Though the 
alt had functioned perfectly, the observer found even that“too slow to convey 
















all jhe had learned by his observation. 3 

The llth Cavalry, 6th and 63rd Coast Artilleyy, 10th and 76th Field Artil- 
lery, 5th Infantry Brigade Headquarters, 7th, 30th and Sth Infantry are among 
the units cooperated with. ‘These missions took our airplanes to Vancouver Baer- 
_vacks, Washington; Fort Worden, Washington; Fort Lewis, Washington; Fort Missoula, 
Montana; Fort Douglas, Utah; Fort MacArthur, Calif., and in several instances our 
airplanes have gone to Rockwell Field to simulate Bombardment in cooperation with 
the Navy and Marine Corps. On one occasion five of our airplanes operated with 
ground units at Vancouver Barracks, Forts Worden, Lewis, Missoula and Douglas, 


being away from Crissy Field more than a month under Captain H.W. Prosser. Again, 


Captain Lynd had five airplanes at Fort Lewis for five days' operation with the 
Third Division. 

Captain Prosser with a detachment of the 91st Squadron took the field at 
Salinas, Calif., to work with the troops from the Presidio of Monterey, operating 
in Gigling Reservation. On all these flights radio communication was paramount, 
Radio commnication with Crissy Field was maintained to a distance of more than 
two Imndred miles when our airplanes were departing on or returning from these 
missions. <F 
During this time the local training featured radio communication, objectives 

being changed or added by the station commander, while the airplanes were already 
on previously assigned missions. Lieut. A.L. Smith, Communications Officer, and 
his assistants, Lieuts. Byron Cooper and J.K. Poole, by considerable effort, 
assured the success of these missions as to. functioning of equipment and control 
of a mamber of observation teams over a great area, each on a separate mission. 
Pilots and observers were instructed on the ground by Lieut. Smith in the care, 
operation and maintenance ef the radio sets, including considerable of the theory 
of radio. An examination,given by the Corps Area Signal Officer involving ques- 
tions on radio theory and practical operation of the sets and a code test, found 
the 21 of the officers of the 91st Squadron, who were present at the time of the 
examination, proficient. © . 

_ As a result of all this training, a better understanding and more perfect 
teamwork in operation with all arms of the service have been brought about. Te 
BO-152 receivers with which the squadron is now equipped have contributed mater- 
ially to the success that has followed our communications activities. 

The Commnications personnel were called upon to produce in but a few days @ 
Satisfactory ignition shielding job on a BI-2B airplane. Lieut. P.C. Wilkins, 
Engineering Officer, contributed largely to the dispatch with which this task wes 
completed. This aigplane was then éqiipped with transmitter and receiver. ‘The 
three Be2B éirplanes having shielded ignition systems were equipped with BC- Gi 
152 receivers, operated by the pilot for the Flight Leaders on Air Corps Maneuv- 
ers. The Y10-14 cargo airplane was then equipped with radio transmitter and 
receiver, and the 91st Observation Squadron departed for the Maneuvers. 
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BROOKS FIELD RADIOMEN TOUCH THE CORNERS OF THE WORLD 


The amateur short wave radio station W5AUC, located in the Radio Laboratory 
of the Ground School, Brooks Field, Texas, went on the air May 4th with a continv- 
ous 24-hour operating period to test the reliability of the radio ay.aratus which 
constitutes the present 75 watt short wave transmitter operating on a frequency 
of 7250 Kes. in the forty meter band. ‘Two exr.erienced operators were on duty, 
(arl W. Muller and Charles K. Smith, of the 46th and 52nd School: Squadrons, 
respectively. , 

In the course of the~24-hour contimous operation, this station carried on 
two-way comminication with the following countries: Cuba, China, Canada, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Hawaii, Haiti, New Zealand, French Oceania (Island of Tahiti), as well 
as every State in the United States. ‘The cards have already started to come in 
verifying the two-way communication with these various stations. During the test 
one operator was on duty four hours, while the other caught up with the sleep,and 
could be noticed sprawled either on the work bench or the floor of the Lab. MTur- 
ing the day, Cauet classes had to be conducted, and the two instructors were seen 
with drooving Lids. 

The 24-hour test proved highly successful, and W5AUC announced to all Brooks 
Field. that Mother's Day messages would be transmitted to any address in the 
world. Within two days after this’ announcement, exactly 280 were filed to be 
sent to addresses all over the world. ‘the four radio instructors, Muller, Jones, 
Smith and Miller were set to work typing out the messages. This very busy scene 
reminded the Cadets of the City Room of some large newspaver. ‘The messages were 
grouped according to the geographical. loeations of the addresses. The trans- 
mitter was on the air transmitting Mother's Day greetings from May 7th to the 
llth. Brooks Field becane known to the amateur radio world, and any station 
worked after the graid rush would say that he had handled some of its messages. 

Station WOAUC is a member of the American Radio Relay League, which is com- 
posed of 20,000 transmitting amateurs all over the world, and most of these send 
and receive or relay messages free of charge to auy address in the world. ‘he 
station is still in the »rocess of construction, and when conmmleted will be the 
finest and the most »owerful amateur radio station in the South. It will be a 
500-watt crysta} controlled transmitter (main transmitter) and will a rotating 
beam antenna which will enable W5UAC to communicate consistently with any sta- 
tion in the world, facilitating the handling of messages direct without relay. 
This station will be active in American Radio Relay League and Army Amateur 
activities. 

Now that WSUAC is known to all of the amateurs of the U.S.A. and »arts of 
the world, and the messages have dwindled down to normal again, Muller and Smith, © 
the two operators, can catch wp on some long lost sleep. 

—~= 00 0m—— 





NEW RADIO EQUIPMENT FOR FIRST PURSUIT GROUP 


Lieuts. John S. Griffith and F.1I. Jacobs ferried two P-12 lanes to Camden, 
N.J., where two five or six meter RCA command sets were installed. The installa- 
tion was made at the RCA factory. The Grouy is to receive six Western: Electric 
Command sets, which will be olaced in the grows and squadron commanders! air- 
planes. This installation is now being comleted at the Fairfield Air De pot. 

With these new transmitters and receivers, imroved results are exvected in 
the radio control of grouyn and squadron maneuvers and problems. 

—-=000———. 


The 28th Bombardment Squadron, stationed at Nichols Field, P.I., priding it- 
self as a very versatile organization through having flown various types of ser- 
vice planes, now comes forth’ ina‘ contribution to the News Letter, with the 
following statement: Baus. 

"The Hombardiers are no longer sold on the idea that it requires quick think 
ing to fly Pursuit planes. We have found them very easy; so easy, in fact, that 
we only fly them when we want a rest. However, we »refer the dimity and stateli- 
ness of @ somber, menacing bomber to the harmless buzzing of a gadfly." 

It is to be presumed, of course, that the above will be greeted with shouts 
of derision, Harlem Huzzahs or Bronx cheers when it catches the eyes of the Pur- 
Suiters. However, the statement is not quoted with the idea of »recipitating a 


riot, but merely because it tickles the funny bone. 
=238- 6158, A.C. 
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; Club, Common, 
The records disclose that during the period from January 1 to July 1, 1930, a 
total of 65 emergency jumps were wadc, as against 34 for the same period this 
year, a dron cf 31 points. 

At this time no figures are available as to the total flying time for this 
year, as compared to last year, so that other COMIX "LEC TAY be mac? and, inci. 
dentally, arrive at some sort of conclusion as to i.e case for the nuch wished 
for slum. Hovrever, as far as military aviation is concar:ed, it may be safely 
assumed that just as much, if not more, flying time was accumulated the first 
half of this year as the year before, Touching on the Air Corps alone, it may 
be said that considerably more flying time was accumulated,so far this year, 
since the Maneuvers alone accounted for aporoximately 38,000 hours. Des ite 
this increase in flying time, the records disclose that, taking only into con- 
sideration emergency jumps mede by Air Corps Regular and Reserve personnel, fiy: 
more emergency jumps were made during the first six months last year than this 
year, the firures being 26 against 18. 

In the last compilation of the roster of the Cateroillar Club, which a:mear. 
ed in the News Letter of March 19th, the figures then given were 550 lives saved 
and 363 emergency jums made. At this writing, a total of 571 lives have been 
saved by the parachute in this country, and.386 jumos made, 15 being repeaters, 
The latest members vd the Catersillar Club to be honored with Second Degrees are 
Major James H. Doolittle and 2nd Lieut. Arthur R. Kingham, both of the Air Corps 
Reserve. Mejor Doolittle, whose first jump occurred during the Air Races at 
Cleveland, Ohio, September 1, 1929, received his second initiation on June cord 
at Hast St. Louis, Ill., when the fabric tore loose from the wings of his plane 
while traveling at an indicated speed of 235 miles an hour. ITieut. Kingham, 
who became a "Silk Sailor" on December 6, 1930, near Waco, Texas, while a Flying 
Cadet undergoing traininz, "rode the goat" again on June 9th last when, flying 
near Sacramento, Caliz., his Pursuit »lane went out of control at 1500 feet alti- 
tude, 

Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh is still "Monarch" of the Caterpillars with 
four jumps. There are no Third Degree members, so far as known, but Second 
Degree Members, in addition to Doolittle and Kingham, are: Captain Frank 0'D. 
Hunter, Lieuts. Eugene H. Barksdale (deceased), Jaucs T. Hutchison and Sergeant 
Miller, Air Corps, Ernest EB. Dryer, James Rutledge, Al. Wilson, Samuel J Samson, 
Harry Sievers and Verne £. Treat, civilian »ilots. 

Candidates initiated into the Caterpillar Club since the last tabulation 
are listed below, as follows: 








No. Date Name Rani © Place of Jump 
1930 ones 
3839 Dec. 22 JW. Indington Private, Air Corps Fort Riley, Kansas. 
340 Dec. 22 L.E. Massie end Lt., Air Corps Fort Riley, Kansas. 
* 1931 
353 March 23 R.C.W. Blessley Cant., Air Corps Selfridge Field, Mich. 
354 March 24 J.C. Torrien Pharmacists Mate,USN Condega, Nicaragua. 
355 March 24 J.P. Grando Private, U.S.Marines Condega, Nicaragua. 
356 March 24 J.J. Vlack Private, U.S.Marines Condega, Nicaragua. 
$57 April 5 Justin C. Ford Private, Air Corps Bakersfield, Calif. 
$58 Avril 5 Jemes T.Cumberzatch 1st Lt., Air Corps Bakersfield, Calif. 
359 April 6 Joseph A. Brier Flying Cadet, A.C. Kelly Field, Texas. 
360 Avril 8 Hdward L. Pugh Lieut., U.S. Marines Managua,- Nicaragua. 
S61 April 8 Conradi Private, U.S.Marines Managua, Nicaragua. 


362 April 13 Charles G. Breene Cantain, Air Corvs Langley Field, Va. 
$63 April 13 Charles A. French Major,Coast Artillery Langley Field, Va. 


$64 April 15 Paul Hovgard Civilian Washington, D.C. 
365 April 25 Anthony Sieklecici Civilian ; Long Island, N.Y. 
366 April 28 Peter 7. Hubert National Guard Chicago, Ill. 

$67 April 28 James C.Richardson Sgt., Air Corps Fort Benning, Ga. 
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368 April 29 Ernest K. Warburton’ end Lieut., Air Corps Selfridge Field, Mch. 
369 May 27 F.N. Kivette Lieut. U.S. Navy Ream Field, Calif. 
370 May 27 #F.S. Golding A.M.M., U.S. Navy Ream Field, Calif. 
371 June 6 Harold R, Osborne Private, Air Corps Chanute Field,Ill. 
332 June 9 Arthur R. Kingham end Lt.A.C. Reserve Sacramento, Calif. 
166 June 23 James H. Doolittle Major, A.C. Reserve East St.Louis,fll. 

Due to the lack of space in this issue of the News Letter, the details 
covering the emergency jumps above enumerated cannot now be given but, because 
of the unusual character of Private Osborne's initiation, the revort covering 
same is quoted below, as follows; . ; 

At 9:45 a.m,, Friday, June Sth, vhile making a live »arachute jum from an 
254 Observation airplane, at an altitude of 2,000 feet, Private Harold R. 
Osborne, 27th Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field, a student in the Paracimte | 
Riggers Course at Chanute Field, I11., svoke intimately with his Maker in an ex- 
perience which hay ens once in a man's life. As the only Transport plane at 
Chamte Field, a C3, was out of commission awaiting a new tank, arrangements 
vere made to take up five parachute riggers at a time in the rear cockpits of 
five 25 Observation planes flying in open formation to afford them an opvortu- 
nity to make voluntary parachute jumps »rior to their graduation. Jumps were 
made by four of the men over Chanute Field without incident, but the fifth man, 
Private Osborne, met with a mishap. | 

Private Osborne junmed at 9:45 a.m., when about 2,000 feet over the flying 
field, but had mulled his rip cord before he left the plane. While he himself 
cleared the empennage, the already ovened 'chute fouled the counterbalance of. 
the right elevator. Inmediately the parachute tore from the skirt to center 
reinforcement, leaving him susyended by a yair of shroud lines. The main vart 
of the parachute with the rest of the shroud lines alternately hung slack, then 
partly filled with air, and went slack again, whinping Private Osborne's face 
and causing him to swing violently fore and aft in pendulum fashion, Still the 
pair of shroud lines that susyended him would not cut or fray enough to part. 

In the meantime the pilot of this plane, 2nd Iieut. Charles H. Deerwester, 
vas having no easy time. ‘The moment the »arachute fouled his flipper, the plane 
was suddenly checked and then lost abouts 20 miles in air syeed, showing an | 
insatiate desire to climb to the moon. Fortunately, the "Conqueror" engine was 
eqlal to the task, Still, to kee the wlane level, even after full stabilizer 
correction had been made, required a strong arm. Lieut. Deerwester managed it 
for almost an hour until he was finally relieved of his unusual load. Private 
Osborne, in excellent »hysical condition, kent his head and preserved his 
strength for what ayjeared to be his only chance to eat again at Chanute Field's 
General Mess, 

As soon as it became evident that Private Osborne could not release himself, 
and that his emergency 'chute was still unopened, steps were taken to cut him 
loose, Among the mmerous volunteers, one armed with a sickle, another with a 
tutcher knife and others with all sorts of cutlery, lst Lieut. Howard E.Engler, 
pilot, and 2nd Iieut. Austin A, Straubel; »assenger, were chosen. Teking off in 
a second O~25, these officers overtook the other »lane, their plane bearing the | 
inscription "Follow Me" chalked on its side. ‘They succeeded in lowering a — 
pocket knife in a shot bag suspended by a light cord to Private Osborne. The 
delivery was by no means easy, due to the violent swinging of the hapless man, 
om it was finally effected. As he grasped the swinging knife, his entire out- 
_ toward life changed immediately. He cut the shyoud lines, fell free,opened 
hs emergency 'chute and made a safe and slow descent into a soft field about 
_ miles north of the Chamaign, Ill. city limits. Both planes landed nearby, 
— him uninjured, save for some shock caused by his novel ride, and a few 
hy Ses on his face from the whipping of the shroud lines. The return of the 
oo to Chanute ‘Field was the occasion of an enthusiastic demonstraticn. 
ae Osborne was thoroughly congratulated upon his thrilling escape, and the 

rs concerned carry the warmest feeling of commendation of the entire com 
ha their initiative, quick thinking, and umsual ability demonstrated in 
vo moda eee ese soldier from his impossible predicament; Lieut. Deerwester 
oe ene thee i flight with his worse than cripvled airplane; Lieut fe % 
comlishin Rpt 1 flying and excellent Judgment, and Lieut. Straubel ac 
the hand & almost impossible feat of vlacing a knife from one airplane in 
ds of a man susoended from another at the end of a-toriperachute. 
Mi oe Osborne, in the best of spirits, proceeded to an interview with the 
ee “age and won lying down to rest was found still to. be holding the 
oth rip cords, to be »reserved in his collection for all time. 
~240— y~6158, A.C. 
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PURSUITERS LEAVE TOLEDO SOMMTHING TO REMEMBER THEM BY 


HEN the lst Pursuit Group descended on Toledo, Ohio, after a pre-Maneuvers 
oroblem on Mey 12th, the gaming populace of that city benefited to the ex. 
tent of more than $10,000 actual dash as a result. 

It seems that »olicy game »layers correlated the axpearance of the »lanes 
on that date with a certain "dream book" ex lanation and crashed through inva big 
way to win a 600 to 1 shot. One »solicy game operator alone admitted he lost 
$9,500. This operator explained that certain "dream books" which »olicy game: 
players follow faithfully for hunches, gave 615 as the number in a dream in which 
airplanes annear. Then it so haypened that 615 was the winning number in the 
game on May leth, and hundreds of players had *.icked it, with a tremendous loss 
to the operators. ’ 

Another result of the trip was to stir within the breast of a rural youth 
near Toledo an intense desire to "git into the aviation" so he could "show the 
women folks", His letter to the Commanding Officer of the lst Pursuit Group 
follows: 

"Dear Sirs: ; 

I saw the hell cats when you came in toledo to attack the city tuesday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. I watch you for 20 minutes and it was very nice, but when 
you flew right over our-house i sdid to my mother that i would not mind being up 
there with you. She said that I.could join the army if i wanted to and I went 
to join the Hell-Cats. THAT is in the army isn't it? Well, I suzg0se you want 
my age & height? Well here it is. I'm 19 years old and I'm6 feet 3% inches 
tall. I have tried to get in the AVIATION mt some fliers say that I can't git 
in be-cause I'm deaf in one ear and I have been that way all my 19 years. 

Do you think I could get in the army and .be a flier so my mother would be 
proud of me. I have a sweetheart and she does not give a ~-« for me any more 
because I have no money to take her-any nlace.:: Will you give me a trial? just 
once? Th. 

, Yours truly, 
ae . YOUR Friend." 

The name "Hell-Cats" had been given the Group by a Toledo newspaner which 
waxea. enthusiastic on the occasion of a preceding flight over their city. 

The visit to Toledo which resulted in the above article and letter took 
place on May 12th, when 75 Pursuit planes performed Group Maneuvers, radio- 
controlled, for a few moments over Toledo and »racticed landing, parking and 
taking off from the Toledo Airvort as a preliminary exercise for the pending 
dir Corps Maneuvers. ‘he pilots were guests of the Toledo Commerce Club at: 
luncheon, after which the Group returned to Selfridge Field. 

~--000--= a 


EXPLORING THE WILDS OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 


During the course of a recent cross-country trip in the Philippines, which 
was made in a B-SA Bomber, piloted by 2nd Lieut.J.J.K. Malone, who was accompanied 
by Major-General Paul B. Malone; his aide, Captain 0.S. Robles, Infantry; and 
Steff Sergeant S.B. Young, Crew Chief, a landing was made on the bank of a river 
in the heart of the mountains of Nueva Vizcaya Province in Northern: Iuzon, where 
no plane had ever landed before. In fact, few planes ever fly over this section. 

Incidentally, this country is the home of the Ilongots, the most primitive 
mountain natives in the Islands, who still engage in head-hunting., ‘There being 
no roads, and the nearest civilized settlement - Echague = being two days dis- 
tant by foot and banca, few white men ever visit this section. ‘The so called 
landing field was the side of a hill covered with cogan grass. . Aside from being 
rough, it was good enough for a BSA to get in and out of. 

The Ilongots were terribly afraid of the plane at first and thought it was 
& big bird that made mch noise because it was very wroth. In time, however, 
they overcame their fears and became very curious. ' 

---000-—— > 


Prince Takamatsu, returning to Japan with his. bride, after an extended 
honeymoon in America, was escorted out of the Golden Gate by a six-ship forma- 
tion from Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., the flight leader 
being Caotain Harvey W. Prosser, Air Cors. 
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SECRETARY OF WAR VISITS CHANUTE FIELD 


The Secretary of War, Hon. Patrick J. Hurley, arrived at Chamute Field on 
the evening of June 15th, by air, in his flying office - a specially equipped 
ford 4 Transy:ort - piloted by Lieut. Cousland, from Peoria, I1l., devarting 
from Chanute Field for eastern points at 11:00 o'clock the following morning. 

While at Chanute Field, Mr. Hurley inspected the station with the Conmand~ 
ing Officer, Captain Samel C. Skemp, A.C., and on the forenoon of June 16th 
met at Headquarters a delegation of civilian officials and business men from 
Urbana, Champaign, Rantoul and other nearby communities, headed by Congressman 
Adkins, of Illinois. A conference ensued during which Mr. Hurley was urged to 
retain Chanute Field as an active Army post on its present status. Mr. Hurley 
stated frankly and emphatically that, due to the policy of economy and maintain- 
ing present efficiency, it was his intention and that of the War Department to 
move Chanute Field to a location near Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, and that this 
would be done unless a direct order to the contrary were issued by Congress. 

Mr, Hurley further stated that it would be possible to have moved Chanute Field 
piecemeal, so gradually that the move would be completed before the action were 
known, but that he would rather tell the reoresentatives of this district frank- 
ly that the move is fully intended. He further stated that the move would not 
be made at once because of the economic pressure of the present business depres- 
sion which might seriously affect the surrounding district. 

Uvon taking off from Peoria, damage caused the tail surfaces of the Trans- 
port through swinging into a visiting car which had rushed up, required repairs 
at Chanute Field. These repairs were accomplished during the night hours at 
Chanute Field by the Department of Mechanics of the Air Corps Technical School, 
with the result that the airplane was ready for Mr. Hurley at his scheduled time 
of departure. 2 

During his visit at the field, Mr. Hurley was the house guest of Lieut. 
and Mrs. Wm. C. Farnum, A.C., at their residence in Rantoul. Lieut. Cousland 
was the guest of Capt. and Mrs. Sammel Connell, A.C., at their quarters at 
Chanute Field. 
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WORK OF TRANSPORT GROUP PLEASES ITS COMMANDER 


Returning to the San Antonio Air Devot by air, via Fort Bragg, N.C.; 


‘Montgomery, Ala., and Shreveport, La., from his »articipation as Commanding Offi- 


cer of the 3lst Transport Group (Provisional) in the recent Air Corns Maneuvers, 
Lieut.-Colonel A.W. Robins expressed himself as greatly delighted at the success 
with which the Demonstrations were attended and stated his belief that the experi- 
ence gained therein will be most salutary in connection with the problems of 
national defense. 

As the 3lst Transport Group was the first organization of its kind to be 
employed in Army tactics, he stated that he was particularly pleased with the ex- 
cellence of the work performed by it, the efficiency of the personnel composing 
it, and the manner in which it fulfilled its functions as a part of the Division 
in the rapid and effective air trans»ortation of personnel and materiel. 

---000-== 


SCOTT FIELD PIGEONS SHOW THEIR SPEED 


Scott Field's pigeon loft carried away the premier honors in the last race 
of the St. Louis pigeon club. ‘The Army birds took first, second and sixth places 
in this 207-mile race for yearlings, thus vindicating the judgment of Staff Sgt. 
Max Bronkhurst, pigeoneer, who had predicted fine performance for his young 
birds. In winning the race, the Scott Field birds averaged a speed of nearly 
1400 yards per minute. rey 
—--000——= 


During a recent night flight of six ships at Selfridge Field, Lieut.Morgan, 


flight leader, had his stabilizer and flippers hit with enough force to bend them 
at a considerable angle, locking his elevator control. Overcoming his initial | 
impulse, which was to jump, he brought the ship in safely by the ticklish stabil- 
izer and gun method, executing the maneuver sich 1fpily, under exceptionally diffi- 
cult circumstances. On the following day, Lieut. Estes had a similar exnerience. 
Loth officers were commended by the Commander of the First Pursuit Group for 
their exhibitions of skill. 
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A UNIQUE ATRPLANE MISHAP 


ide poisoning “during flight culminated ina rather trying experience fo, 
his companion in his endeavor to take over the control of the airplane {, 
avert a serious disaster, | t 

Two student officers of the Aerial Photography Class of the Air Corps Tech. 
nical School, Chamte Field, Rantoul, I1l., were engaged in taking photographs 
at an altitude of 12,000 feet over Chicago for the surpose of making a mosaic o 
that city, when the photographer sensed that the plane suddenly went into a 
steep dive, an umusual maneuver for work of this character. ‘The officers, 2nq 
Lieuts. Philip D. Coates, pilot, and James S. Olive,Jr., photographer, had con 
pleted about three hours! work at their high elevation over the mid-western 
metropolis, when things began to happen, and Lieut. Olive became involved in tie 
most thrilling flight of his career in the Army Air Corps. 

Upon going forward to confer with the »ilot regarding the most unusual be. 
havior of the plane, Lieut. Olive found Lieut. Coates in an unconscious conditin 
He had fallen forward in his seat, his shoulders pressing the control stick fo, 
ward, with the result that the airplane was diving at a speed of a proximately 
170 miles an hour. Vigorously shaking the »ilot in an endeavor to arouse hin 
from his stupor and finding this in vain, Lieut. Olive grasped Lieut. Coates an 
held his unconscious form back into the seat, reaching forward with his right 
hand while standing behind the seat. Straining on the control stick, he brough 
the airplane back to fairly normal condition of flight, but in doing so lost 
about 3,000 feet of altitude over Chicago and was heading toward Lake Michigan, 

It was impossible for him to reach the rudder: bar to offect a change ‘in th 
direction of the plane. He attempted to remove Lieut, Coates from the seat, wut 
the latter's feet were extended and hooked over the rudder bar and effectually 
prevented Lieut. Olive reaching it. Every time Lieut. Olive released his hold 
on the pilot, the latter would slump forward against the control stick, and eac 
time he hauled the pilot back and released his own hold on the stick, the airlaj 
would go into a sharp zoom. Finally, through almost superhuman efforts, Lieut, 
Olive was able to sll back the back of the pilot's seat and place Lieut. Coates 
in a prone position. Even then being unable to reach the rudder, he straddled 
Lieut. Coates' >rostrate form, turning and flying the »lane towards Chamite Mieli 
at 6,000 feet with the stick only, standing in this awkward »osition and, in aiti 
tion, holding Lieut. Coates! head in his other hand-near an open vent. ‘This co 
timed for about 45 mimutes, when Lieut. Coates showed signs of reviving. 

After Lieut. Coates became fairly rational, he attemmted to fly the airplax 
but could not regain full consciousness or sense of coordination. Lieut. Olive 
removed him from the pilot's seat as soon as enough strength had returned to en 
able him to accomplish this, and placed him in the, rear compartment of the phote 
graphic plane, where he suffered acute nausea. de 

With the controls at his command, Lieut. Olive flew the airplane to Chamuie 
Field and landed. At this time Lieut. Coates has regained his normal faculties 
to some degree and, while still suffering tremors and nausea, was able to talk 
and walk to the hos»nital, where he was cared for by the Flight Surgeon. 

Us0n investigation it was found that Lieut. Coates had suffered a serious 
attack of monoxide ~»oisoning, due to an unusual break in the exhaust line leadin 
through a heater jacket, allowing exhaust gases to fill the interior of the alr 
plane immediately around the »ilot. ‘The »shotogranher was not affected by the 
fumes, since he had been taking vertical jhotographs through an opening in the 
floor of the »lane and had been vreathing only fresh air. 

This incident so happily ended goes down in the history of Chamte Field au 
the School as one of the most unique ex»eriences which had befallen airmen at 
that station, and Lieut. Olive was heartily congratulated upon his resourceful- 
ness in bringing both Lieut. Coates and himself out of a most dangerous and nase 
dous aerial situation. ! 


A N exceedingly rare instance of an airplane pilot being overcome by monoz. 





--=000~== 


The 55th Pursuit Squadron, now stationed at Mather Field, Sacramento, Calif 
has been ordered transferred to Wheeler Field, Hawaii, effective July 15,1931. 
The Squadron was organized this Spring, presumably as one of the three Pursuit 


Squadrons intended for station gutside of the continental limits of the U.S. 
-243~ Y~6158, A.6 
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_ WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


CHANGES OF STATION: To Mexwell Field, Ala.:; Mejor Robert C. Candee, Cant. 
David 5S. ‘Seaton, Lst Licuts. Jdanes I. Curry,Jr., Charles McK. Robinson and John 
lef. Barker, Langley Field, for duty on Staff and Faculty of A.C.Tactical School; 
yajor John F. Curry, Langley Field, as C.0. and Commandant of Tactical School; 
and Lt. Haywood Hansell, Jr. , from Lengley Field; lst Lieut. George C. McDonald, 
tangley Field,for duty oh Staff and Faculty of Tactical School; Major George 5. 
fovell, Langley Field, for duty as student at Tactical School; Cantains Claire L. 
Chennault and Donald Wilsoa, Langley Field, for duty on Staff and Faculty of 
Tactical School; lst Lieut. Ernest E. Moon from Chanute Field, Ill. 

fo Langley Field, Va.: 1st Lieut. Reginald R. Gillesvie, March Field; lst 
fieut. Marion L. Elliott, Selfridge Field; Cast. Eugene L. Eubank, unon comple- 
tion course of instruction at Tactical School; lst Lieut. Lloyd E. Hunting, upon 
completion tour of duty in Panama; Cent. Wn. Dd. Wheeler, uwxon completion course 
of instruction at Tactical School. 

fo Materiel Division, Wrizht Field, Osio: Capt. Romeyn B. Hough, upon com- 
pletion of course of instruction at Harvard School of Business Administration; 
lst Lieut. Albert B. Pitts, woon comoletion course of instruction, Sheffield 
Scientific School, Yale University; “Major Robert LeG. Walsh, Assistant Military 
Attache for Air, Paris, France. 3 

fo Panama Canal Denartment: 1st Lieut. Robert D. Knapp, Brooks Field, sail- 
from N.Y. Aug. ; Ls éut. Jasper K. McDuffie, Kelly Field, sailing Oct. 22; 
(apt. Alvan C. Kincaid, from Air Corps Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas. 

To Hawaiian Department: Capt. Carl F. Greene, Wright Field, sailing about 
jug. 28th; Ist Lt. aie T Craw, Kelly Field, sailing about Oct. end. 

To Philippine Department; 2nd Lieut. Frederic EB. Glantzberg, wron completion 
course Of instruction av Air Coras Engineering School, sailing about Nov. 4th. 

To March Field, Calif.: 1st Lieut. Howard Z. Bogert, woon completion course 
of instruction at Massachusetts Institute of Technology; 2nd Lieut. Tom W. Scott, 
Rockwell Field; 1st Lts. Harold W. Beaton and Westside T. Larson, uo.0n completion 
course of instruction at Air Corps Tactical School; 1st Lieut. Harold F. Rouse, 
upon completion tour of mty in Hawaii; lst Lieut. Harold D. Smith, wpon comple- 
tion tour of duty in Panama. 

To Bolling Field, D.C.: 1st Licut. Thomas D. White, March Field; Capt. Wm. 
VY, Andrews, upon completion course of instruction at Tactical School. 

To Crissy Field, Calif.: Major Michael F. Davis, Office Chief Air Corps. 

fo Office of Assistant Secretery of War, Washington: Major Walter G.Kilner, 

















‘Office 1ief 0 r Corns; Cant. Idwal H. Edwards, Tactical School,Langley Field. 





>, Mass.: lst Lt.Alfred 
e e, duty as students. 


; ri ield, ‘ 

To Cleveland, Ohio:lst Lieut. Charles Backes, Philinpines, for duty with 
3’th Division Aviation, Ohio National Guard. 

fo Air Coros Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas: Capt. U.G. Jones, Hawaiian 
Department; Ist Lieuts. Odas Moon and George A. McHenry, Tactical School,Langley. 

Zo Brooks Field, Texas: Cant. Harry H. Young, Tactical School,Langley Field; 
lst Lieut. John P. Kirkendall,-March Field, for training, July 1. 

fo Scott Field, Ill.: Capt. John P. Temple, from Hawaiian Department. 

To Washinton, D.C. Ist Lieut. Edvard E, Hildreth, University of Illinois, 
Urbana, for duty in Office Chief of the Air Corns. 

Upon commletion course of instruction at Air Corps Tactical School, Langley 
Field, Capts. Wm. S. Gravely to Fort Sam Houston, Texas; Lester T. Miller to Air 
Corps Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas; Charles A. Pursley to Mitchel Field, 
N.Y 43. Ennis C. Whitehead to Selfridge Field, Mich.; lst Lieut. Charles C.Chauncey 
to Fort Crockett, Texas. 

. PROMOTIONS: To Captain - lst Lieuts. Leonidas L. Koontz and Edward D.Jones, 
pec from June 6th; to lst Lieutenant - 2nd Lieuts. Walter L. Wheeler, rank June 
th; Norme D.: Frost, rank June 9th; Edgar T. Noyes, James K. DeArmond, Harvey L. 
oyden, rank June lst; Linus D. Frederick, rank June 13th. 

RELIEVED FROM DETAIL.T0 THE AIR CORPS: 2nd Lieuts. Aubrey E. Strode,Jr., to 


“th Infantry, Fort Mustis, Vas; Stuart F. Crawford to 18th Field Artillery, Fort 


Sill, Oklehoma;: Richard M. Bristol to 25th Inf., Douglas, Arizona. 


DETAILED 70 THE AIR CORPS, and to Breoks Field, Texas, for Primary flying 
TRAINING; end Lieut. Barney A. Daughtry, Infantry. 


RETIREMENT: 21d Lieut. Alfred L. Beatie to proceed to his home to await 
retirement. he oa 


The West Point Cadets arrivéd at'lencley Field, Va., on June 14th. ‘The 
49th Bombardment Squadron is charged with the responsibility of training the 
Cadets this year, Most of the time of: the West Pointers in the air this year 
Will be in Bombing planes. In former years the primary training types of 
Planes were utilized during the brief training period of the Cadets. 

-244~ V-6158, A.C. 
























NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 
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Langley Field, Va., June 15th; 





2d Bombardment Group: The three squadrons of tie end Bombardment Group are 
through a rejuvenating process to recover from the hock of running their motors 
almost wide open all the time in order to keep in front of the Pursuiters, Fly. 
ing has been practically called off for three days in order to give the Planes 
a thorough check, 

Six pilots of the 2nd Bombardment Group are starting out on a very inter. 
esting trip to Panama. It has fallen to their lot to ferry three B-3A Bombers 
to France Field. The trip will be made in easy stages: ‘and should’ prove inter. 
esting and also very instructive to Lieuts. J.E. Adams, T.S. Power, S.T, ‘Spivey, 
J.J. Ladd, L.G. Saunders and R.G. Cuno,. the pilots.chosen, - 

The training period of the 2nd Bombardment Group was resumed. © The 20th 
and 96th Bombardment squadrons are preparing to run off their record bombing, 
They have a big. advantage in doing it at. this time of the’ year as against the 
winter time, when it gets so cold at high altitudes that it is very difficult 
to operate the bomb sight with great accuracy, The gunnery training was stop- 
“ped early in the practice staze to enable the Group to prepare for the maneuvers, 
. It is contemplated to finish this also during the” summer, 
ft Curtiss "Condor" ;Bombers came. home to their old roost: bitin’ the big man- 
..@uvers,. The nine'Condors of the lith Bombardment squadrom came to Langley Field 
as’ the last stopping place on the Maneuvers and, by an odd coincidentce, they 
.were lined up in front of the 96th squadron hangar, which was their original 
“roosting place. A lot of the pilots who flew these ships on the manéuvers a 
year ago-looked at them with longing. eyes, because they still have a soft spot 
in their hearts for them, — : 

‘19th Airship Company: The 19th furnished ‘one airship and ‘an Otidervation 
balloon for the Coast Defense. during the recent. Army-Navy joint Exercises, May 
26th to 29th. Observation was furntshed by the airship TC-11-271 for the ter- 
ritory outside the entrance to the Chesapeake, while the mission of the balloon 
was to furnish observation for the territory inside the entrance to the bay, 
During two of the phases, the airship was brought down by the. attacking forces, 
-but not before the ship had given valuable information -as to.the location of 
the enemy fleet. The balloon.was also shot -down on the last day of.the Exercis- 
es but her work had already been accomplished,. The observation furnished by” 
these two craft aided materially in the final repulse of. the attacking. forces, 

The 19th Company Baseball Team finally awoke to the fact.that. there is som 
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strong competition for the Baseball Trophy in the various squadrons of the Post, 
especially the 49th, who are hanging doggedly on our heels, Already the 19th 

has dropped games to the 96th and 49th and is virtually tied with the 49th for 
first place, Both the 49th and 96th caught the 19th during a-hitting slump ani 
squeezed over victories by a one-run margin, Since then, the 19th has come back 
to beat both teams, principally through the sp?endid pitching of "Red" Tyrrell, 
‘As it looks at the présent time, it will be necessgry to play off a tie between 
- the 49th and 19th to determine the Champions, 


' Fort Sill, Oklahoma, June 3rd: 





On the morning of May 13th, Major L.H. Brereton, leading a flight of thir- 
teen planes, departed for the Air Corps Maneuvers, Six of the pilots were of- 
ficers of the 88th Observation Squadron, viz, Capt. L.P. Hickey, Lieuts. C.E. 
Shankle, R.I. Dugan, C.K. Moore, J.M. Joplin and H.C. Fleming. The, remaining 
six pilots, from Kelly Field were Capt. B.F. Giles, Lieuts. J.K. McDuffie, Max 
Schneider, 0.4, Anderson, H.A. Moore and 4.L, Jewett. One mechanic accompanied 
each plane, Of the thirteen enlisted men, seven were from the 88th (Mr.Set. 
W.A. Wilson, Sgt. W.A. Carter, St.Sgt. I. Griffis, Sgt. P. Leonberger , Tech. Sgt. 
W.B. Townsend, Cpl, E.A. Brown and Pvt. D.B. Crouse), the remaining six being 
from the 43rd School Squadron, Kelly Field,- St. Sgt. L.B.Carr,. St..Sgt, Emory... 
‘Washburn, Cpl, E.W. Russell, Pvts, RK. Hartman, Otto Buero and H.L. Simonson, 

On May 15th, the 10lst Provisional Pursuit Squadron, under command of Capt 
J.K. Cannon, and the 102nd Provisional Observation Squadron, under command of 
Major F.L, Martin, arrived at this station for an overnight stop on their way 
to the Air Corps Maneuvers, 
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Tech.Sgt. John B. Von Euw reported at this station for duty from France 
field, Panama Canal Zone, He isto repiace Tech,Sgt. Harold E, Silliman, order- 
ed to Panama Canal Zone, — ee oa 

Senator Elmer H. Thomas was ferried to Tulsa, Okla,, by end Lieut, James 
H. R0e€. ao 


40th Division Aviation, Los Angeles, Calif.,-June 10th: 





Major Eldo A, Peterman, A.C., California National Guard, recently assigned 
to command the 40th Division Aviation, this station, is revealed by the archives 
as} Born July 25th, 1900, at Indianapolis, Ind. Graduated from University of 
California at Berkeley in 1925, with B.S, degree in Engineering and Aeronautics. 
During the year 1925-26 stationed at Brooks Yield, Texas, graduating from the 
Army Air Corps Primary Flying School as Junior Airplene Pilot, Assigned to 40th 
Division Aviation, California National Guard on May 21, 1926, Promoted to lst 
Lieutenant, March 21, 1927; to Captain on August 11, 1928, as Operations Officer, 
to Major on April 6th, 1931, and to Command of Squadron. "Pete" is free, popu- 
lar and unwed, and smokes a vile meerschaum pipe. In civilian life he is chief 
of the engineering section in the Southern California offices of the Aeronautics 
Branch of the Department of Commerce. 

The past month was rather quiet at Griffith Park Airport, with 5 ships and 
pilots with mechanics away on Air Corps Field Exercises. Drills were interest- 
ing and instructive, however, and have made up for the slack in flying hours. 
The shortage of gas is a critical situation, Pilots have been cut down on fly- 
ing time to a bare few hours per month, - enough to draw pay but not enough to 
keep in flying trim, All pilots feel the lack of time in the air, and opera- 
tions and missions have suffered, but we hope this condition will be cleared up 
this quarter, 

Our 5 planes returned from the East on June 3rd, both pilots and ships war- 
torn,and weary. The men were full of enthusiasm over the results and exper- 
iences of the Field Exercises, The personnel of the expedition follows: Capt. 
George Sherwood, Commanding; Liaut. James Carroll, A.C., Unit Instructor; and 
Lieuts. John Sewall, Paul Whittier, Richard Hoffman; passengers weré —- Sgts, 

Lee Ellmaker, Rudolph Lemcke, Frank Chestnutwood, Frank Byerley and Adam Wind- 
berg. Hach plane flew approximately. 100 hours, including time to and from 
Griffith Park to Dayton. Approximately 6500. miles were flown during the trip, 


“covering the area Los Angeles to Boston, to Washington, to El Paso, and return 


to Los Angeles, The. route to Dayton via Abilene, Texas, and Louisville, covered 
3 days. From Dayton the route covered Clevgland, Chicago, New York, Hartford, 
Boston, Albany, Atlantic City, Trenton, Philadelphia, Wilmington and Washington, 


‘From Washington, our: planes returned-to their home station via Fort Bragg,N.C., 


Birmingham, Dallas, El Paso and Tucson, in 4 days. 

Congratulations are extended to lst Lieut. Paul Whittier on his promotion 
to that grade, effective June 6th, 

The final camp schedule of this squadron, covering active duty at Camp San 
luis Obispo with the 40th Division,’ Calif. National Guard, July 19 - August 2, 
has been approved, We all look forward to an interesting two weeks in the field 
with other units of the Division, and hope we may take part in the night demon- 
stration scheduled during our camp, 


Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., May 29th: 





Although the majority of the officers of the 9lst Observation Squadron were 
away at the Air Corps Maneuvers since May 10th, local activities were curtailed 
only slightly, as all of our Douglas 0-25A planes were left at this station, 
BT-2's from March Field being loaned the 91st for the purpose of going on the 
Maneuvers, 

Twelve officers, under the command of Capt, Walter F. Kraus, remained behind 
and have been performing intensive work on the 1931 training program, consisting 


of aerial gunnery, formation practice, cross-country flights and’ cooperative 


missions with the 30th Infantry. 
On May 14th, Capt. H.ii. Prosser, 2nd Lieuts. Allen Chapman, Arthur K. Mor- 
rison and Douglas F, Woolley, ferried two PT-3's which were due for overhaul, 


to Rockwell Field, and brought back with them four of our ¥PT-6 training plenes 
.from March Field. This journéy required many hours of tedious flying and fre- 


quent stops for fuel replenishment, 











Having enjoyed excellent sunny California weather for the past fer weeks, 
a number of delayed photographic missions were completed by the 15th Photo Sic. 
tion, among them,a 250-mile mapping project near Merced, Calif. 

The absence of visiting airplanes this month was very noticeable, since'th, 
majority of the Pacific Coast Air Corps officers were sent East for the 
Maneuvers, 





Headquarters, 4th Composite Group, Nichols Field, P.I.,May 9th: 


Group Headquarters: Organization Day was celebrated on April llth with a 
picnic at the Calamba Sugar Central. Baseball gar%s, swimming, horse~shoe 
pitching and golf were the minor features of the day, soft drinks and sandwiches 
being the high lights. We had as guest announcer for the occasion, lst Lieut, 
I.D. Van Meter, Q.M.C. - An interesting feature of the day.was the sight-seeing 
trip through the cane fields and the cocoanut groves. 

Mr.Sgt. Garber and St.Set. Tomlinson are spending ‘the hot season at the 
Mountain Capital. They are reporting an enjoyable time, 

2nd Observation Squadron: During the past month, personnel of this organ. 
ization continued piling up hours on cross-country with the new Sikorsky An- 
phibians. Several trips were made to the Southern Islands, 

On April 10th, a flight of 02's went to Leyte and returned the next day, 

The two 0-19's recently received are receiving quite a lot of attention, 

Capt. Easterbrook, Squadron Commander, returned ‘from Baguio March 30th, 
and Lieut. Ent is up there now. 

Our Engineering Officer, Lieut. Everett S. Davis, is being transferred to 
Zamboanga, where he will supervise the establishment and development of Army 
airways in the south, 

28th Bombardment Squadron: At the time of writing, several pilots of the 
28th are ready to start firing record in the attack gunnery course and several 
others are nearly through the preliminary and practice firing. 

On April 6th and 7th we participated in minor joint Army and. Navy maneu- 
vers. The object of the fleet was to force an: entrance into Manila Bay, our 
part being to aid this attempt by attacks on Corregidor. This was carried out 
by simulated bombing from high altitudes by a five-ship formation: on certain 
batteries, both on Corregidor proper and on Fort Hughes. At the same time, two 
attack flights from our squadron were ground-strafing the machine guns, anti- 
aircraft batteries and the battery control stations. 

A.little later we again assumed our dual role of attack and bombardment’ da 
sending out flights of each to welcome Governor-General Dwight Davis, . 

On the Oth and llth, the squadron participated in a training flight to 
Legaspi, Albay and Tacloban, Leyte. The ships, five in all, were commanded by 
Capt..Edward C. Bleck, and manned by Lieuts. White, Stowell, Malone, ‘McCormick, 
Wolfinbarger, Fisher and Hugzins; Sgt. Young, Martini, Kirby, Norich, Bullock 
and Olson; and Pvt. Kiernan, radio operator, The trip was made. in poor weather 
conditions and rain was encountered between Capul and Samar that was nobody's 
business, The old man said that the flying performed through the rain was one 
of the best examples of air discipline he had ever seen, The only other time in 
which as fine a degree of discipline was demonstrated was between Scott Field 
and Springfield, Mo., but, to spoil the effect, the squadron was turned back for 
a flight of Pursuit the bombers were dog-robbing for. They couldn't get throug 
so the bombers were turned back also, The time dowm to Tacloban was five hours, 
and coming back, direct, the trip required four. Our host for the night, Mr. 
Price, made absolutely certain that none of us might suffer from hunger or thirst 
though he warned us that the water and milk of that country were contaminated. | 

Some of the most interesting country to. fly over is here in the Islands, a8 
proven by the trip,and one training flight per month is planned for the future, 
the next being to Jolo and Iloilo. On April 17th, Lieut. Malone, accompanied by 
Maj.-General Paul B. Malone, Capt. 0.S. Robles, Inf., his Aide, and St.Sget. S.B, 
Young, Crew Chief, departed in a B-3A bomber loaded down with hunting and camp- 
ing equipment for a big game hunt of four days. 

The flight returned on April 22nd and reported a very interesting and suc- 
cessful trip. They shot eleven deer in all and carried four bucks with them. 
They said they could have shot more, but only got those that could be consumed. 
Wild pigs and crocodiles were seen. Wo shots were gotten in on the pigs, ~but 
one large crocodile was shot. Two days before the hunting trip, Lieut. Malone, 
accompanied by Lieut. B. Turner, Inf.; Sgt. S.B. Young, Crew Chief; Cpl. Ow. 
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Brinick, Engr. Clerk; and Pvt. ist Ci. R.D. Picard,, Operations Clerk, made:a 
flight in a B-3A bomber to the same Place to. see iff a landing could be made. 
They landed, had venison for lunch and returned the same day. A good time was 
had by all and they returned with very interesting photos of the head-hunters. 

One more bomber is here now and five more are due in this month, which will 
pring our strength up to twelve ships, The gunnery season will bo over by. then, 
and from results so far it appears that there will be many experts. 





Primary Flying School, Brooks Field, Texas, June lst: 


Flying Cadet Frederick L. Gunter can speak with authority concerning "that 
funny feeling" incident to the engine of one's plane developing trouble while 
blissfully flying along, necessitating a quick and effective landing. Cadet. 
Gunter was flying about three miles from Brooks Field on May 19th, when his PT-3 
developed engine trouble, with the result that the Cadet effectively demonstrat- 
ed the efficacy of his flying training by landing without injury to himself or 
damage to his plane. He confesses to being a little breathless until he has ac- 
complished the perfect landing, 

Capt. E.W. Raley, lst Lieut. Albert F,. Glenn and 2nd Lieut. C.D. Wheeler | 
journeyed to Buffalo, N.Y., to ferry here three Y1PT-11 planes, procured from * 
the Consolidated Aircraft Corporation, These planes will be given service tests 
at Brooks Field to determine their adaptability for primary training. 

' The 46th School Squadron announced the following promotions, effective 


‘ June lst: Cpls. Eugene W. Lathan; Jr.; Porter W. Ferguson and Riley H. May to be 


Sergeants, and Pvts. Richard E., Deaton, Charles H. Shellito, Andy L. Adams, 
Jesse A, Heaton and Raymond C, Holt to be Corporals,. . 

Tech. Sgt. Thomas C. Thompson, genial "postmaster" of Brooks Field, return- 
ed May 20th from 30 days! furlough spent at his residence at San Antonio, He 
possesses one of the most interesting homes in the city, valuable antiques and 
beautiful foreign handiwork forminz many of the furnishings. ae 

St.Set. Kramberg and Set, Hinkle, 58th Service Squadron, departed for for- 
eign service, the former to Hawaii and the letter to the Philippines, for two- 
year tours, These non-commissioned officers made many friends while at Brooks 
Field, both among the commissioned and non-commissioned enlisted personnel, who 
are wishing them successful tours of duty. a 

lst Lieut. “.E,.Baker, Personnel Adjutant; 2nd Lieuts, R.E. Cobb, Supply 
Officer, 52nd School Squadron; B.A. Bridget and J.F. Guillett, Flying Instruc- 
tors, were placed on detached service at Kelly Field in order to participate 
in the maneuvers, lst Lieut. C.B. McDaniel, Engineering Officer, 46th School 
Squadron, flying the C-9 Transport, with Sgt. Harry. W. Pine, 11th School Group 
Hdqrs., flew the mechanics to designated fields during the course of the 
maneuvers. 

The struggle for supremacy in the Brooks Field Baseball League, comprising 
the llth School Group Hdqrs.; the 5lst and 52nd School Squadrons, the 62nd Ser- 
vice Squadron, the 58th Service and the 46th School Squadron, furnished plenty 
of excitement for the lovers of the grand old American game, On May 26th, the 
first four teams, above named, were tied for first place, cach having won 8 and 
lost 6 games, In the games played up to May 26th, the 46th School Squadron 
Scored a 5 to 2 decision over the 5lst School Squadron. Croswaite, hurler for 
the 46th, fanned nines The llth School Grovp Hdars.: won an uvhill battle from 
the 58th Service Squadron, score 4 to 3, The 62nd Service Squadron, with Wood — 
on the mound, trimmed the 52nd School Squadron, score.3 tol. Denver Wood, who 
Won all the three games he pitched for his team during the season, ran up his 
érand total of strike-outs to 21. 3 

_ .:Mhe closing day of the Brooks Field Baseball League witnessed a triple 

tie for first honors, Never before ‘had the fight for baseball supremacy been so 
Closely contested and hard-fought as thé 1931 season revealed, The llth School 
Group and the 51st. and 52nd School Squadrons finished with nine wins and six 
losses in their 15-game schedule, . 

All through the season, the 52nd School Squadron had proven a rather easy 
marke for the Headquarters Squadron,: losing all their three games. When the cru- 
oa Series came, however, and tnese same two. Squadrons clashed, the 52nd mas- 
acred Headquarters 13 to 0. Squadron 5l.had it out with Headquarters and won 
Tae’ contest, thus eliminating tho Headquarters team from -further competition. 
pe the 3-game play-off between the S5lst ‘and 52nd Squadrons, the 52nd won the 
Pener 5 to 4, after staging rallies in ‘the 8th and 9th frames. The 5lst evened 
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up matters in the second contest, winning 9 to & after the game went into extr, 
innings. The 5lst came back in the deciding game and won 10 to 3. Not only 
did the 5lst cop the usual trophy awarded to the champions each year, but algo 
a cash prize of $150, which was donated by the Brooks Field Officers! Club, the 
Consolidated Aircraft Corporation of Buffalo, N.Y., and the Lincoln Insurance 
Co., of Ft. Wayne, Ind., each donating $50.00 to the Brooks Field Champs, 
In the opening game of the San Antonio Baseball Loop, the Brooks Field 

team captured a thriller from the 23rd Infantry, after a ten-inning struggle, 
score 3 to 2. In their second game, the Brooks Field aviators, as the Sports 
Writer puts it, staged a track meet at the expense of the end Medical Regiment 
of Ft. Sam Houston, running up 19 scores to 6 by the losers. 


Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, June 16th: 








Word was just received from Washington of the promotion of Lieut. Walter f 
L. Wheeler, 13th Attack Squadron, to the rank of lst Lieutenant. Licut. Wheele f 
first entered the military service of the United States in March, 1917, enlist- 
ing in the Field Artillery as a private, By 1923 he had ‘risen to the rank of 
Master Sergeant. In that year he entered the Primary Flying School, and, after 
graduating therefrom and from the Advanced Flying School in 1924, he received 
his commission in the Regular Army as a 2nd Lieutenant on September 7, 1925, 

The second half of the inter-squadron baseball league has gotten under way, ff 
All of the teams are apparently much stronger, The 8th Squadron feels the pres. 
ence of Bill Winniger, who was away at Chanute Field during the first périod ’ 
this scason, Although his team lost their initial game in the second half to 
the 13th Squadron, the score was‘only 2 to 0. The Ghost Outfit collected only 
two bingles off Big Bill. A last inning rally by the losers, when they garner- 
ed three hits off Pulliam, was almost successful, but beautiful pitching final- 
ly saved the day after the bases had been filled, 

The 13th won the first half of the season by dint of hard work and ability 
to make the most of opponents’ errors, All the time they were improving their 
game till now they have a nice club. If they win the second half they will be 
undisputed champs for 1931. However, if one of the other teams wins this half 
then the winners of each half will meet for a three-game series to decide the 
matter, The team winning the Post title will be entered in the News-Tribune 
race for city stakes, . 

The 90th and 60th had to play an extra inning in their opening game after 
the "Pair 0! Dice" men made three tallies in the last of the seventh to tie the 
score 4 and 4, Erratic hurling in the initial stanza enabled the Service men 
to run up a nice lead which the losers were later to overcome, Pickering's . 
high fly to center field was muffed by Perkins and allowed Sanders to beat the 
throw giving the 60th Squadron the game 5 to 4, 

Errors have been costly to both of these teams, Both were favored at the 
beginning of the season to have the race to themselves, 


































Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., June 15th: 








Selfridge Field is called upon for many flights during the year, and quite 
a few of these are for missions outside the tactical flights incident to train- 
ing. Situated as we are on Lake St.Clair, we are often called upon to look for 
fishermen and other folk who have ventured on to the water during the summer and 
have not returned or have trusted the ice too much in the winter. ; 

On Monday, June 8th, the civil authorities of Mt. Clemens requested that a 
Search be made for a lost fisherman who was last-seen entering the lake in his 
small power boat some 24 hours before, Two planes were immediately dispatched 
and the pilots diligently searched all areas.where they were informed the man 
was likely to go for the best fishing. ‘Their efforts met with no success, 80 
they returned to the field and were conferring with the civil authorities in : 
preparation for another flight when a report came in that the man had been picked 
up on the Canadian side, His motor had failed, and his boat drifted helplessly Ff 
through a cold and stormy night, ot ke wes 

Major-General Frank Parker, Commanding General of the 6th Corps Area, made 
an informal inspection of Selfridge Ficld on June llth. Arriving late in the 
morning, after an inspection of Fort Wayne, Detroit, the General, conducted by 
Major Brett, inspected the new construction on the post, being especially inter- 
ested in the new officers! quarters. 
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On June 12th General Parker was forriod to Springfield, Masse, a Major 
Brower in the Selfridge Field "Fleetster",. 

Several minor accidents occurred to pe from this station, end, al- 
though they .resulted in some damage to the planes, the personnel concerned very 
fortunately suffered no injury. 

On June 6th, Lieut, Horace J. Reid, " Air-Res., was piloting a YIC-14 trans- 
port from Wright Field to Selfridge Field. He was ferrying the last of the Self- 
ridge Field enlisted men, who- hed been detailed to Wright Field for the period of . 
the Air Corps maneuvers, end was accompanigd by Lieut. Thayer S. Olds, Air Corps, © 
in another YIC-14, Approaching’ Toledo, these pilots ran into rain and a very 
black-appearing storm, So. they hurried to the Transcontinental Airport and land- 
ed there. Lieut. Reid had taxied his Fokker on to the apron between the han- 
gars, stopped the motor and was preparing: to have the plane wheeled into a han- 
gar, when the wind assumed a tremendous velocity (reported as 70. miles an hour), 
lifted the transport bodily from thé ground and let it down’fione too easily 
on its side, damaging a wing and empennage. 

Lieut. F.I. Jacobs, Air-Res., was on his way to Camden, N.J., on June: sth, 
to ferry a P-12-C airplane to the R.C.A. factory for. the installation of a new 
six meter command set, Near Altonna, Lieut. Jacobs suddenly discovered that he 
could get no pressure in his fuel system and was forced to land on top of a 
mountain amidst trees and brush, Lieut. Jacobs reports that it was a simple 
forced landing - that -he had no difficulty in getting into a field because 
there wasn't any, 

The Commanding Officer of the Middletown Air Depot was notified and. tthe 
plane was removed to the depot: by personnel from Middletown. 

Another slight mishap- occurred on June 10th when Lieut. Robert ©, Merrill, 
Air-Res., was ferrying to Selfridge Field a plane, which had been left at Kings- 
ton, Ontario, due to the sickness of a pilot. As Lieut, Merrill rounded the 
corner of Lake E ie, the ceiling began to drop and very soon he saw that he was -- 
ruming into a ground fog. ‘Turning back, and when near Hannibal, New York, he 
picked out a field and landed.: ‘He had almost completed his roll when his wheel 
struck a soft spot in the field.and the plane nosed over, This’airplane was oll 
so shipped to the Middletown Air Depot, 

The lst Pursuit Group conducts some of its tactical missions, so that the 
local area and towns in the immediate vicinity of Selfridge Field kave the op- 
portunity of watching the Group, or its integral parts, in their daily work. 

On June 13th, the tactiéal flight from the 36th Pursuit Squadron was arranged 
for the vicinity of St,Clair , Mich., at the time -of the opening of the new 
Buhl Airport. Formation flying was practiced in the vicinity,and at 3:20 the 
flight landed at the airport, where Buhl Company officials, notable represen- 
tatives of aeronautical activities, and a large crowd of ere were — 
ered for the dedication, 

On that same morning a flight of twelve airplanes from .the 94th Wisrwakt: 
Squadron conducted its tactical mission, so as to be over the Detroit River in 
the vicinity of the City Hall when Detroit gave its official welcome to Tommy 
Armour, the new British Open Golf Champion, This welcome was.a municipal affair, 
conducted by Mayor Murphy of Detroit, and the presence of Selfridge Field air- 
craft in the near, vicinity’ was ‘a marked tachi to the .ceremonies,- 


Fairfield, Ohio, Air Depot, June 4th: 


Despite the added duties required of’.the personhel ‘of this command in con- 
nection with the Air Corps Maneuvers, major overhauls were given to 20 airplanes 
and 48 engines, and minor overhauls to 27 planes and 15 engines... 

The activity report of the Supply Department for one month shows: ‘Incoming 
tonnage of freight, 309.4 tons; express, 2.7 tons; parcel post, 785 lbs.; out- 
g0ing freight 151.5 tons; express, 2.7 tons, parcelpdst, 3,078 lbs.; Materiel 
received by other means 110, 936 1lbs.; shipped, 198,200 . 1bse5 ARSIEENG shipments 
7253 outgoing, 1,733; requisitions received, 399, 

Capt. Edward Laughlin and Liepts, Melvin B. Asp and ee ve McPike, re- 
turned to the depot from detached service in connection with:the Maneuvers, 

Lieut. John A, Austin returned. from Ft. Benning, ferrying an 0-254 to be 
Overhauled at the Depot, 

3 The Staff and Faculty of the Cooks and Bakers School ‘arrived from Fort 
ge Harrison, Ind., on May 8th, and departed on-May 23rd, Capt. D.Ie Knoll, 


. he was in command of the Detachment while on temporary duty here during the 
vers, 
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Capt. Chas. M. Ankcorn, 10th Inf., and Company "I" of that. regiment, ar. 
rived from Ft. Hayes, Columbus, Ohio, May llth for temporary duty as guards 
during the Maneuvers, departing for their home station May 22nd. 

Lieut.-Colonel Ira Longanecker arrived May llth from the Office Chief of 
the Air Corps for temporary duty during the Maneuverss. 

A TC0-11 airship. arrived here from Scott Field early on the morning of May 
23rd, and after being refueled departed for Langley Field, Va. 

Commander Merino, Capt. Mujich and Lieut, Latorie, of Chile, made an 
inspection of this Depot on May 27th. 

Representatives of the Mexican Government in the persons of Carlos Casti 
B. Barrero, Capt. DeNavio Aviador and Colonel Francisco J. Aguilar, Cavalry, — 
Military Attache, visited this station. 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, June 11th: 





Major-General John L. DeWitt, The Quartermaster General, visited this Dey 
among other stations, on May 28th, during a two-day visit) to this vicinity in 
connection with his recent inspection tour of Quartermaster Corps activities 
from Washington to the West Coast. 

Capt. S.M. Connell, of Chamute Field, I11., landed at Duncan Field on the 
afternoon of June 5th, having with him as passenger Col. Carlos Castillo-Bretg 
of the Mexican Army Air Corps, who came for a visit to the Air Corps Training 
Center, returning from Washington to Mexico City. 

lst Lieut, Donald F. Fritch, of. this Depot, ferried an XPT-6A plane to 
Rockwell Field, Calif., leaving hereon May 28th, and returning on June 4th, 
ferrying a PT-3 plane from the Rockwell Air Depot to Brooks Field, 

end Lieut. Thayer S. Olds, of Selfridge Field, Mich., was a visitor at th 
Depot on May 19th to ferry back to his home station an XP-1B plane for use in 
Wwing-gun tests. 

The Engineering Department of the Depot overhauled and repaired the folle 
ing airplanes and engines during May: Airplanes overhauled - 1 A-3, 3 A-3B, 
i 0-2H, 2 P-1B, 1 P-1D, 1 PW-9D, 1 BI-1,, 8 PT-3, 7 PT-3A, Total, 25, Airplane 
repaired - 2 A-S, 2 A-3B, 2 O-2H, 4 0-11, 7 O-19B, 1 0-38, 1 X0-14, 1 DH-4M-2T 
1 PW-9D, 1 BT-2B, 3 YPT-6, 1 XPT-6, 1 C-7, 2 C-9, 1 Y1C-14, 1 Y1C-15, 1 WR,1? 
total, 33. Engines overhauled - 28 Curtiss D-12, 16 Wright J-5, 4 Wright J-6, 
8 Wasp, 1 Kinner, total, 57. MSngines repaired - 5 Liberty, 1 Curtiss D-12, 1 
Wright J-6, total, 7. 


Scott Field, Belleville, I1l,, June 3rd: 


Scott Field's first real fire in a period of three years occurred recent} 
when three of the newest automobiles,owned by officers of the Post, were damag 
in an early morning fire, 

The fire was discovered in the officers garage at 1:30 A.M, by a senting 
and, before being extinguished, resulted in damage to three automobiles, amouml 
_ ing to about $3,000. The fire started in thé 5-day old car of Capt.Ira R,Koeni 
and entirely gutted the body, resulting in an almost total loss, Capt. Roger fl 
McCullough's,brand new car and another car belonging to Capt.H.W.Holden were bf 
ly damaged, The cause of the fire though not definitely determined, is believ 
to have started from a short circuit in Capt.Koenig's car, All of the cars wel 
fully insured, , 

Personnel and airplanes of the 15th Observation Squadron returned from th 
Air Corps Maneuvers on June 2nd and 3rd, Lt-Col. cohn A. Paegelow, Post Comma 
er, a special observer on the Maneuvers, was the first arrival in an 0-25. pilot 
ed by 2nd Licut. H.F. Woolard, followed by 11 planes of the 15th Squadron undéi 
command of Capt, Wolcott P, Hayes, the 12th plane of the formation, piloted by 
end Lieut. I.R. Selby, having gone back to Wright Fiold with motor trouble. | 
Lieut, Selby arrived about an hour later, All the above planes made the flight 
from Washington to Scott during the day, ~ 

The 15th Squadron transport, which waS attached to the lst Pursuit Group" 
during the Maneuvers, returned on June Sra, piloted by end Lieut. shes 0 G. 
McLennan, 

Other organizations passing through Scott Field on these two days were! 
208th Bombardment Squadron, 204th Attack Squadron, 7th Bombardment Group. 
91ist Observation Squadron and the flight of the Colorado National Guard, 
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